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BRITISH  PLANTERS. 


Gentlemen, 

AN  unintereftea  defire  of  rendering  fer- 
vice  to  the  public,  and  not  an  idle 
whim,  or  vanity  to  appear  in  print,  has 
induced  the  editors  of  the  following  fads  to 
publifh  them.  Author  is  a  title  they  lay  no 
claim  to. 

By  their  unornamented  energy  alone  is  meant 
to  gain  the  reader’s  attention,  and  to  enforce 
the  fads  advanced;  therefore,  without  further 
apology,  they  are  prefented  to  you  in  a  plain 
drefs,  to  point  out  fome  meafures  that  were 
taken  to  miflead  the  legillature,  whereby  the 
African  trade,  in  the  year  1750,  was  put  upon 
fuch  a  plan,  as,  by  the  event,  has  proved  ex- 
treamly  detrimental  to  the  Bntifh  colonies.  On 
that  account,  the  following  iheets  can  be  ad- 
dreiled  to  none  fo  properly  as  to  you. 

We  flatter  ourfelves  it  will  evidently  appear 
by  the  contents  of  the  following  pamphlet, 
that  the  forts  on  the  coafl;  or  Africa,  are  by  no 
means  upon  a  proper  eftablifhment ;  likewife 
that  the  prefent  method  of  carrying  on  the  Afri¬ 
can  trade  to  thofe  parts  where  tne  xoits  ar^  *>tu- 
ated,  by  the  very  high  price  given  for  Negroes 

there,  which  occafions  the  profit  arifingtobe 
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divided  between  the  European  merchants  and 
the  African  traders,  but  mull;  become  ex- 
treamly  burthenfome  and  difadvantageous  to 
you,  we  believe  every  real  planter  will  allow. 

We  cannot  admit  certain  individuals  to  be 
efteemed  real  planters,  not  withftan  ding  they 
may  have  one  or  more  plantations,  when  at  the 
fame  time  they  are  concerned  as  merchants  in 
the  colonies,  who  procure  the  fhips  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa  to  be  configned  to  them;  of 
which  it  is  conjedEured  (and  not  without  foun¬ 
dation)  many  of  them  are  part  owners;  for 
thcie  appaient  reafons,  it  being  their  intereft 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  Negroes  fo  configned  to 
them,  as  all  fuch  advance  encreafes  their 

.  ^  in  our  humble  opi¬ 

nion,  no  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  anv  re- 
monllrance  from  people  fo  much  interefted,  or 
from  thofe  merchants  who  refide  in  Europe, 
that  are  connected  with  them,  againfi;  any  pro- 
pofals  that  may  be  offered  for  the  general  uti¬ 
lity  of  the  colonies,  which  has  been  the  cafe; 
anci  in  conlequence,  very  detrimental  me  a  lures 
have  been  purfued  through  the  mifreprefenta- 
tion  of  luch  opponents. 

Should  fuch  deftrudtive  meafures  be  conti- 
tiuea,  an  abfolute  diminution  of  the  annual  in- 
come  from  your  eflates  in  the  colonies  mu  ft  in¬ 
evitably  enfue,  whether  from  the  want  of  Ne¬ 
groes,  or  your  purchafing  them  at  too  high  a 
rate.  In  either  cafe,  it  will  prevent  your  beino- 
ame  to  raife  as  much  fugar,  and  other  plan¬ 
tation-prod  udt  you  would  otherwife  do,  or 
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to  take  off  as  great  a  quantity  of  the  manu- 
fadtures  of  the  mother-country,  as  were  you 
to  have  a  fufficient  number  of  Negroes  at  rea- 
fonable  prices.  Relying  upon  the  above  allega- 
gations,  with  thofe  you  will  find  in  the  courle  of 
the  following  pamphlet,  the  editors  prefume 
you  will  think  it  mod  expedient  and  conducive 
for  your  interefts,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  legiflative  power,  in  order  that  fome 
fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  be  taken  and 
carried  into  execution  for  retrieving ,  better  re¬ 
gulating  and  extending  that  valuable  branch  of 
the  Britijh  commerce,  the  African  trade. 

The  prefent  feerns  the  mold  proper  time  for 
fo  great  a  national  purpofe,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  French  getting  the  ftart  of  you,  which  they 
will  exert  all  their  power  and  abilities  to  ej- 
feB ;  for  they  are  now  not  only  making  great 
preparations  to  carry  on  that  trade  themlelves, 
but  they  have  already  made  feveral  contraffs 
with  Britijh  merchants  to  fupply  them  with 
Negroes.  So  intent  are  they  to  fecure,  by  every 
method  they  can  contrive,  as  great  a  number 
as  poffible  of  thofe  ufeful  people,  on  which 
the  profperity  of  the  French  colonies  depend  : 
befides,  as  peace  is  concluded,  his  majefty’s 
minifters,  in  whofe  department  it  is,  will  have 
leifure  to  examine  minutely  into  the  reafons  that 
induced  you  to  make  fuch  application,  i  here- 
fore  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  from  tneir  known 
abilities ,  and  willingnefs  to  promote  the  public 
good  by  their  care  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
thefe  kingdoms ,  but  they  will  give  their  molt 
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ierious  attention  to  any  propofal  you  may  lay 
before  them  for  fo  good  a  purpofe,  as  the  ex¬ 
tending  and  preferring  the  African  trade ;  and 
wili  be  as  defirous  as  yourfelves  to  purfue  fuch 
plan  as  appears  to  them  moft  reafon.able  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  general  advantage  of  the  Britijh  co¬ 
lonies ,  and  confequently  the  mother- country. 
The  editors  will  not  intrude  farther  on  your 
time,  than  to  hope  fomething  will  be  done  to 
iecure  that  valuable  branch  of  commerce  to  the 
Britijh  Jubjeclsy  they  being  very  defirous  to 
promote  the  profperity  of  the  Britijh  coloniesy 
and  to  allure  you  that  they  are  with  great  re- 
fbedt, 


Gentlemen 


Your  moft  obedient,  and  moll 
Humble  fervants. 


The  EDITORS. 


C  O  N  S  X- 
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Confiderations  on  the  Peace, 


As  far  as  it  is  relative  to  the 


Colonies,  and  the  African  Trade. 

SINCE  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  were 
publifhed  by  authority,  we  have  heard 
many  perfons  in  coffee-houles  and  other 
places,  cenfure  and  blame  our  negotiators,  for 
their  not  having  obtained  better  terms. 

They  fay,  that  our  acquilitions  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica  are  of  little  confequence :  yet  when  thefe  ac~ 
quifitions  were  in  poiiefiion  of  our  enemies,  they 
thought  them  of  ineftimable  value.  Can  the  meer 
alienation  of  any  property  caufe  fo  fudden  a  dimi¬ 
nution  of  its  original  worth  ?  Surely  then  pique 
or  diflike  to  fome  of  our  peace-makers,  or  private 
intereft  to  have  the  war  continued,  mud  have 
hurried  thefe  men  beyond  the  bounds  of  reafon. 
Tor  if  they  would  give  themfelves  the  leaft  time 
to  reflect  ferioufly,  and  judge  dilpailionately,  they 
would  find,  that  by  retaining  our  conquefts  in 
North  America  (which  are  extended  beyond  our 
molt  fanguine  expedlations)  the-gieateft  benefit 
and  utility  mull  arifie  to  this  the  mother-country  ; 

inafmuch  as  we  have  put  ourfelves  in  inch  a  fitua- 
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tion  not  only  in  the  north,  but  alio  in  the  fouthern 
parts,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  inland  fettlers  will 
live  in  a  perfeft  ftate  of  tranquillity  ;  and  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fubjeCts  carry  on  and  cultivate  that  great 
branch  of  the  Britiili  commerce,  without  dread  of 
the  Indians,  or  interruption  from  the  fubjeCts  of 
any  foreign  nation.  This  good  effeCt  finely  muft 
be  allowed  to  be  of  immenfe  importance  and  ad¬ 
vantage  to  Great- Britain ;  and  would  not  have 
been  the  caie  if  we  had  kept  the  fugar  colonies 
ceded  to  France,  inftead  of  part  of  our  continen  ¬ 
tal  conquefts. 

What  was  the  occafxon  of  the  war  but  the  ne¬ 


gotiators  of  the  laft  peace  not  fettling  the  diftinct 
limits  and  boundaries  of  the  territories  we  and 
the  French  were  to  have  in  North  America  ?  We 
rejoice  thofe  limits  are  now  fettled,  and  hope  lb 
effectually  as  to  prevent  future  difputes. 

Among  the  many  altercations  concerning  the 
preliminary  articles,  and  the  abilities  of  our 
negotiators,  it  muft  be  allowed,  with  refpeft 
to  the  commercial  intereft  of  this  country,  there  is 
a  noble  Lord  in  high  office,  and  of  the  cabinet, 
whofe  acknowledged  capacity,  great  application, 
and  long  experience,  at  a  board  where  he  ib  judi- 
cioufly  and.  eminently  prefided,  made  him  a'mpft 
competent  judge  what  naeafures  were  proper  to  be 
taken  lor  the  fecunty,  improvement,  and  exten- 
lion  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great-Britain 
and  her  colonies.  Therefore,  we  cannot  doubt, 
but  his  majefty  has  been  well  and  faithfully  ad~ 
vifed  as  to  that  part  of  our  pacific  negotiations; 
becaufe  the  patriotic  lpirit,  honour  and  integrity 
of  that  nobleman  are  univerfally  known  and  ap"^- 
proved.  It  is  not  amifs  to  lay  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  in  general  the  information  of  merchants  is 
not  to  be  depended  on  by  the  legiflacure,  with  re- 
IpeCt  to,  tra.de  and  commerce, 
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befides  this  principal  reafon;  to  wit— A  trade  may 
be  very  profitable  to  a  particular  merchant,  city 
or  town,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  very  pernici¬ 
ous  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  nation,  is  a  moft 
notorious  fadt.  Have  we  not  heard  many  falf- 
hoods  aflerted,  and  feen  many  erroneous  calcula¬ 
tions  laid  before  the  public,  with  an  interested 
view  of  obtaining  fuch  private  ends,  and  of  de¬ 
feating  in  fome  very  effential  points  the  public 
welfare  ? 

Whatever  felf-interefted  people  may  clamour  to 
the  contrary,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  his  ma- 
jefty  and  his  minifters,  in  their  negotiations,  have 
given  the  moft  ferious  attention  to  the  univerfal 
good  of  this  country,  without  confining  their  views, 
or  partially  regarding  whether  North  America  is 
more  valuable  than  the  Sugar  TJlands ,  becaufe  each 
merited  their  notice  and  care,  being  both  of  ineiti- 
mable  value  to  the  mother-country,  and  recipro¬ 
cally  fo  to  each  other;  and  all  three  fo  efientially 
connected,  that  whatever  happens  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  the  one,  muft  in  proportion  afTedt  the 
other.  For  the  Weft  India  Hands  depend  upon 


North  America ,  in  a  great  meafure,  for  provifions, 
mill,  and  other  timber  *,  as  well  as  for  horfes,  cat¬ 
tle,  and  many  things  abfolutely  necefiary  for 
the  ufe  of  the  plantations  ;  which  are  paid  for  in 
fpecie ,  fugar ,  rum9  rnelafies,  and  other  plantation- 
produce  :  moreover,  the  rnelafies  being  diftilled 
into  rum  in  North  America ,  are  ot  great  advantage 
to  the  merchants  there,  in  carrying  on  the  African 
trade  diredtly  from  thence,  which  enables  them  to 
make  returns  for  thofe  manufactures,  Nc.  they 
receive  from  hence  with  greater  facility.  All  pofti- 
ble  care  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  his  majefty  s 
fubjedts  purchafing  fugar,  rum,  and  particularly 

rnelafies,  in  the  French  Hands,  by  prohibiting  their 

by  laying  a 
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higher  duty  upon  thofe  articles  than  that  laid  fry 
an  aft,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  late  majefty’s 
reign,  entitled,  “  An  aft  for  the  better  fecuring 
“  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  majefty’s  fugar 

colonies,  whereby  fuch  high  duties  were 

laid  on  all  foreign  fugars,  rums,  and  melafles,  to 
be  imported  into  any  of  his  majefty’s  colonies  in 
America,  as,  it  was  thought,  would  anfwer  all  the 
ends  of  a  prohibition. 

But  experience  has  fhewn  that  law,  and  alfo 
thofe  palled  in  the  12th  and  15th  Car .  II.  are  too 
weak  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
defigned ;  and  that  fome  more  effectual  remedies 
mult  be  found  to  prevent  the- Britifh  traders  of 
North  America  importing  foreign  fugar,  rum, 
and  melafles,  which  was  a  great  trade  carried  on 
by  them  from  the  French  illands  before  the  war; 
and  by  that  means  the  commodities  from  North 
America,  wanted  in  the  fugar  iftands,  were  greatly 
advanced  to  the  Britifh  planters.  And  as  the  northern 
traders  often  refufed  to  take  any  thing  from  them 
but  ready  money,  which  drained  them  of  almoft  all 
their  gold  and  filver,  for  want  of  which  they  were 
often  brought  into  great  diftrefs;  therefore  all  the 
money  the  North  American  traders  ufed  to  receive 
from  the  Britifh  planters,  was  carried  to  foreign 
lugar  colonies,  and  there  laid  out  in  the  purchafe 
of  fugar,  rum,  and  melafles,  which  were  carried 
to  our  northern  colonies,  and  there  fupplied  the 
place  of  fugar,  rum,  and  melafles  from  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  lugar  iftands  ;  and  confequently  robbed  them 
not  only  of  the  confumption  of  fo  much  of  their 
produft,  but  alio  of  their  gold  and  filver  too. 

Whereas  if  the  planters  in  the  foreign  colonics 
were  obliged  to  purchafe  what  they  want  from  the 
Britifh  fubjefts  with  ready  money  only,  and  not 
allowed  to  give  their  lugar,  rum,  and  melafles  in 
barter  for  the  lame,  it  would  make  the  ballance  of 

that 
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that  trade  for  the  future  much  more  in  our  favour 
than  it  has  been  againft  us ;  becaufe  we  having  fo 
greatly  extended  the  Britifh  dominion  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America,  the  French  in  their  fugar 
iflands  cannot  be  fupplied  with  what  they  want 
from  thence  but  by  the  Englifh;  therefore  the 
Britifh  traders  may  chufe  to  be  paid  for  their  mer¬ 
chandizes  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhallpleafe,  which 
the  French  will  be  under  a  neceffity  of  complying 
with. 

It  is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  fugar  iflands,  that  the  profits  of  the  plan¬ 
ter  depend  upon  the  vent  he  finds  for  his  rum  and 
melafles ;  for  if  fugar  only,  and  no  rum  and  me¬ 
lafles  could  be  produced  from  the  fugar  cane,  it 
would  hardly  pay  the  expence  of  culture,  and  ma¬ 
nufacturing  it  into  fugar.  Therefore  as  the  cofi- 
iumption  of  rum  and  melafles  is  flopped  or  in- 
creafed,  the  fugar  colonies  (whether  Englifh  or  fo¬ 
reign)  mufl  refpeCtively  thrive  or  decline.  And  as 
rum  is  not  allowed  to  be  imported  into  old  France, 
or  any  of  its  colonies  (becaufe  it  intetferes  with 
brandy,  which  is  the  produCt  of  the  mother -coun¬ 
try)  this  evidently  fhews  how  much  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Great-Britain  to  check  the  progieis  of 
the  French  fugar  iflands,  and  advance  that  of  hei 
own.  For  if  the  bringing  French  rum  and  me¬ 
lafles  into  any  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  can  be  ef¬ 
fectually  Hopped,  all  the  profits  made  by  lum  and 
melafles,  in  the  French  fugar  colonies,  would  be 
loft  to  them  •,  becaufe  they  could  find  no  vent  for 

it  in  any  other  part  of  the  world-  _ 

This  point  ftriCUy  attended,  and  invariably  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  the  African  trade  fecured  to  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjeCts,  to  the  extent  of  their  natural  and 
undoubted  right,  would  diminilh  the  growth  of 
ftmar  in  the  French  iflands,  and  increafe  it  in  our 
own-,  and  might,  with  the  addition  of  our  new 

acauifitions,  very  probably  in  the  courle  ot  iome 
1  years, 
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years,  be  a  means  of  enabling  the  Englifh  to  un¬ 
deriel  them  at  all  foreign  markets  in  Europe,  and 
coniine  them  to  their  own  confumption.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
the  legiflative  power,  whether  this  trade,  fo  appa¬ 
rently  hurtful  to  the  national  intereft  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  (which  will  moft  certainly  be  carried  on  in 
the  lame  manner  it  was  before  the  war)  ought  not 
io  oe  flopped  without  delay  and  the  importation 
of  foreign  fugar,  rum,  or  melafles,  into  any  of 
the  Britilh  colonies  in  North  America,  prohibited 
unc^er  fuch  penalties,  and  with  fuch  encourage¬ 
ments  to  infirm  and  feize,  as  may  be  adequate  to 
the  crime,  in  order  to  put  an  effe&ual  flop  to  fuch 
a  pernicious  and  deftrubtive  commerce. 

I  lorn  what  has  been  before  obferved,  it  will,  it 
is  prefumed,  evidently  appear  how  neceffary  it 
in  lift  oe  for  the  advantage  of  the  Britifh  fugar  co¬ 
lonies,  to  promote  as  much  as  pofiible  the  fale  and 
confumption  of  rum  and  melaffes,  upon  which, 
*n  a  Kreat  meafure,  the  well-being  and  profperity 
or  the  planters  depend.  On  that  account,  and  in 
order  to  promote  fuch  defirable  purpofe,  fuppofe 
tiie  duties  on  melafles,  and  theexcile  on  rum,  were 
to  be  lowered,  fuch  procedure  would  favour  our 
plantations  in  their  rivalfbip  with  France,  and  the 
leffening  thele  duties  will,  in  a  great  meafure, 
prevent  the  fmuggling  of  foreign  brandy  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  may  probably  augment  the  revenue 
arifing  therefrom,  by  a  greater  quantity  of  rum  and 
melafles  being  dilpofed  of,  which  confequently 
mini  considerably  encreafe  our  navigation;  and  the 
(U; ad  vantage  to  cur  rivals  in  trade  will  be  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  our  fucccfs.  Befides,  rum,  if  it  can  be 
got  at  a  reafonable  rate,  will  greatly  increafe  the 
confumption  of  malt  fpirits,  by  mixing  them  in 
fuch  proportion  as  are  iuitable  to  the  palate  of  an 
infinite  variety  of  people.  Phis  is  evident  from 

the 
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the  great  quantities,  and  the  various  prices  that 
fpirits  are  fold  for  under  the  denomination  of  rum, 
which  are  from  5 s.  or  7 s.  to  to s.  per  gallon. 

The  trade  carried  on  between  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  North  America,  the  Weft  India  iflands 
and  Africa,  is  of  greater  advantage  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  than  all  our  other  trades  whatfoever,  arifing 
from  the  great  exportation  of  Britiflj  m an u failures, 
Baft  India  goods,  provifions  as  well  as  linens  from 
Ireland ,  which  are  paid  for  with  fpecie ,  fugar ,  to-> 
bacco ,  rice,  cotton ,  and  other  plantation-produce:, 
and  with  the  commodities  of  Africa ,  fuch  as  void- 
duft ,  bees  wax,  elephants  teeth,  gum  Senegal,  various 
forts  of  dying  woods,  and  particularly  Negroes  for 
the  plantations’,  whence  it  man ife.ftly  appears,  upon 
the  African  trade,  and  the  invaluable  commerce 
of  our  colonies,  above  two-thirds  of  the  BritHh 
navigation  depends ;  and  for  this  very  obvious  rea- 
fon  it  may  be  tftTerted,  that  in  the  veffels  employed 
for  faid  traffic,  the  moll  ufeful  failors  for  manning 
his  majefty’s  navy  (the  great  bulwark  of  this  na¬ 
tion)  are  bred;  becaufe  they  are  inured  to  the 
manner  of  living  on  board  fhips,  as  well  in  the 
hot  as  in  the  cold  climates ;  which  is  not  the  cafe 
of  failors  taken  out  of  coafting  veffels,  colliers,  and 
vraders  to  the  north  feas,  as  hath  been  frequently 
experienced  by  the  many  (very  ufeful)  lives  in  our 
expeditions  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  being  loft; 
and  that  fatality  was  chiefly  owing  to  their  not 
having  been  accuftomed  to  live  on  fait  provifions, 
and  to  bear  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate, 
which  they  were  unacquainted  with,  and  unprac- 
tifed  in. 

To  prevent  the  like  cataftrophes  hereafter,  when 
occaflon  fhall  require,  we  would  propofe  the  chil¬ 
ling  out  of  the  leveral  fhips  that  may  lie  in  the 
harbours  of  Great-Britain,  fuch  failors  only  as  fhail 
have  been  a  voyage  or  more  to  the  hot  countries, 

to 
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Co  man  fuch  expedition  fleets  for  thofe  parts  of 
the  world,  where  the  fun’s  power  is  ftrong,  as  the 
more  probable  means  of  preferving  the  lives  of  a 
great  number  of  thofe  valuable  failors,  who  may 
not  have  had  a  fealoning,  and  have  been  moftly 
employed  in  the  coafting  trade  and  fhort  voyages. 

We  have  been  induced  to  throw  out  this  hint,  in 
hopes  that  it  may  engage  the  attention  of  fome 
more  able  pen,  to  form  a  fcheme  for  fuch  a  good, 
humane,  and  noble  end,  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  another  war.* 

It  muft  be  allowed  by  thofe  who  have  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland ,  that  the  Negro  trade  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa ,  is  the  chief  and  fundamental  fup- 
port  of  the  Britijh  colonies ,  by  fupplying  them  with 
that  race  of  ufeful  people  called  Negroes,  to  be 
employed  in  cultivating  the  lands.  But  when  there 
Is  either  a  deficiency  of  them,  or  that  they  are 
purchafeable  but  at  high  prices,  then  fuch  checks 
mull:  greatly  impoverilh  our  Britifh  planters  •,  and 
in  conlequence,  confiderably  diminilh  the  wealth, 
power,  trade  and  navigation  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
the  encreafe  of  which  has  been,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  owing  to  the  extenfive  commerce  to  and 
from  our  colonies  and  plantations :  therefore  their 
not  being  properly  fupplied  with  Negroes,  mull 
be  extremely  detrimental  to  them ;  which  induces 
us  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  a  memorial 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Public  Ledger ,  of  the  third 
of  November  laft,  wherein  it  was  afierted,  that 
fir  William  Meredith ,  one  of  the  reprefen tatives  in 
parliament  for  the  town  of  Liverpool ,  had  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  to  the  right  honourable  the  earl 


*  It  is  here  humbly  meant,  riot  to  fend  thofe  failors  that  may 
be  preffed  out  of  colliers,  or  coalling  vefiels,  dire&Iy  on  fouthern 
voyages,  till  they  have  been  ufed  to  live  upon  fait  provifions  for. 
fgme  time  on  board  {hips  of  war  in  a  cold  climate. 


ies  of  ftate,  “  fetting  forth  the  great  advantages 
of  the  trade  of  Guadaloupe ,  where  they  received 


“  334,605/.  ns.  2d .*  for  12,347  flaves,  the 
“  cargoes  of  41  fhips,  purchafed  in  Africa  with 
“  Britifh  manufadures;  praying  that  the  poflef- 
“  Aon  of  that  ifland  might  be  thought  of  in  the 
cc  negotiation  for  peace,  if  not  incompatible  with 
“  the  general  fcheme  of  affairs.”  This  memorial 
we  could  not  have  expeded  from  that  quarter, 
recolleding  that  the  great  Hardman  is  no  more. 
Had  he  been  living,  it  would  not  have  been 
wondered  at,  as  he  was  noted  for  his  contriving, 
and  being  induftrious  at  procuring  and  prefenting, 
memorials  and  petitions.  He  even  influenced 
fome  merchants  of  the  town  of  Rippon  in  York- 
fhire,  to  petition  the  parliament,  when  that  great; 
and  important  trade  to  Africa  was  under  its  con- 
Aderation.  He  likewife  prevailed  on  many  other 
towns  to  petition,  all  as  little  interefted  and  con- 
neded  with  the  trade  of  Africa,  as  Rippon  ;  and 
faid  Rippon  was  never  famous  for  any  other  manu- 
fadory,  that  we  could  hear  of,  but  that  of  making 
fpurs ;  and  the  cream  of  the  jeft  is,  that  not  a 
Angle  pair,  as  a  commercial  article,  was  ever  fent 
to  Africa;  at  the  fame  time  many  other  meafures 
were  purfued,  very  Angular  methods  taken,  and 
abfolute  untruths  aflerted  as  fads,  to  mifiead  the 
legiflature,  in  order,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  prevent 
the  forts  and  fettlements  being  put  upon  a  proper 
eftabliihment,  that  were  all  as  inconflftent  as  the 
Rippon  petition. 

It  was  at  that  period  boldly  advanced  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  with  great  in- 
duftry  propagated  among  the  members,  that  the 
forts  in  Africa  were  only  ufeful,  as  marks  of  poflfeffion 


f  Suppofed  to  be  paid  for  in  plantation -produce. 


and 
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2nd  fovereignty;  which,  if  true,  why  has  19,565/. 
14J.  2  d.  fterling  been  expended  in  building  part  of 
a  fort  at  Anamaboa^  to  the  30th  June,  1 756,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  African  committee’s  accounts  to  that 
time,  when  the  further  building  of  that  fort  was 
put  under  the  direftionof  the  board  of  ordnance*  ?' 
which  fum  has  been  fince  paid  by  the  public  more 
than  the  annual  grant  of  10,000/.  then  infilled  as 
fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  the  forts.  But  we  have 
been  informed,  thofe  prevaricating  advocates  have 
fince  altered  their  opinion,  and  think  it  a  very  in¬ 
adequate  fum  for  fuch  purpofe :  and  it  appears  by 
the  votes  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  Commons, 
application  has  been  made  to  parliament  to  enlarge 
the  annual  grant ;  and  there  was  granted  for  the 
year  1761,  13,000/.  and  for  the  year  1762,  the 
like  fum,  by  which  it  is  conjeftured  the  faid  advo¬ 
cates  have  found  it  abfolutely  necefiary  that  the 
forts  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  better  ftate  than  that  of 
marks  of  pojjejfwn  and  fovereignty  only. 

But  that  cannot  be  done,  when  we  confider  in 
what  manner  the  money  granted  by  parliament  to 
the* African  committee,  is  appropriated  in  Africa, 
which  the  government  never  receives  any  account  of. 

The  great  argument  made  ufe  of  to  the  then 
rninifters'f,  to  obtain  a  diffolution  of  the  late  Afri¬ 
can  company,  by  the  advocates  for  the  prefent 
fyftem,  was,  that  10,000 /.  was  quite  adequate  and 
fufficient  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  ot  the 
forts.  This,  1  believe,  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft 

*  It  appears  by  the  accounts  of  that  board,  there  has  been  ex¬ 
pended  by  them  to  the  3 ill  March,  1761,  in  finifliing  faid  fort 
15,024/.  1 8  s.  3  d.  fo  that  rebuilding  it  has  coll  34,590 /.  12  s. 

5  d.  fterling,  which  fort  is  only  ufeful  for  the  defence  of  the 
Negroes  in  the  town  under  it,  and  to  protedi  them  from  their 
enemies  of  their  own  colour,  who  have  no  cannon  or  mortars, 
and  to  defend  the  landing-place,  that  no  fhip  of  force  can  get  near, 

4  His  grace  the  d — e  of  N - le,  f - y  of  ft - e;  the 

right  honourable  H — y  P — Ih — m,  fir  ft  lord  of  the  t - y,  and 

- r  of  the  e--» - r« 

re  alb  ns 
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reafons  for  thofe  minifters  adopting  their  fcheme, 
which  had  as  much  truth  in  it,  as  many  other  af- 
fertions  at  that  time  made  ufe  of. 

The  late  company,  from  their  experience,  in- 
lifted  that  fum  was  very  infufficient;  which  it  really 
was,  even  to  give  in  prefents  annually  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  natives,  to  cultivate  fuch  an  intereft  as  is  not 
only  neceflary,  but  abfolutely  efiential  to  fupport 
and  promote  the  honour,  power,  jurifdidion,  and 
trade  of  Great  Britain  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
However,  there  has  been  granted,  fince  the  forts 
were  put  under  the  care  of  the  prefent  Africa 
committee  for  their  fupport,  from  2d  February, 
1751,  to  2d  February,  1763,  136,000/.  which 
is  11,333/.  8  d.  per  annum ,  exclufive  of  what 

was  expended  in  building  the  fort  at  Annamaboa. 
Notwithftanding  laid  grants,  the  forts  have  not 
been  kept  even  *  as  marks  of  pofteftion  and  fo- 
vereignty  ;  which  undeniable  truth  the  editor  is 
ready  to  prove,  if  called  upon. 

Mourn!  mourn!  O  Liverpool ,  for  the  lofs  of 
thy  great  hero  and  champion,  who  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  enter  the  lifts  in  defence  of  thy  trade 
and  commerce.  But,  Britain  rejoice ;  for  what 
may  have  been  for  the  advantage  of  the  town  of 
Liverpool ,  might  be  greatly  detrimental  and  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  general  trade  and  commerce  of  this 
country  and  its  colonies  *,  which  furely  muft 
clearly  appear  from  the  beforementioned  memo¬ 
rial.  For  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed,  if  we  were 
to  encreale  and  extend  the  number  of  our  colonies 
in  North  America,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  it  would 
be  difadvantageous  to  Great  Britain,  unlels  they 
can  be  lupplied  with  a  fufficient  number  of  people 
for  their  defence  and  cultivation,  at  as  reafonable 

#  The  African  committee  have  alfo  received  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1756,  1620/.  8s.  8d.  for  fome  of  the  late  company’s  ef¬ 
fects,  and  for  admiffions  into  the  new  company. 

C  2 
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an  expence  as  poftible  ;  without  taking  the  hands 
that  are  ufeful  and  neceflary  in  hufbandry,  and  the 
ieveral  manufaftures  of  the  mother*  country. 

Then  furely,  as  Guadaloupe  was  furrendered  by 
capitulation  to  the  Britifh  arms,  no  longer  than 
fince  the  4th  day  of  May,  1 759*,  and  as  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Liverpool  had  imported  12,347  Negroes 
into  that  ifland  fome  months  ago,  which  muft 
have  been  the  cafe,  or  they  could  not  have  had  fo 
exaft  an  account;  we  may  well  conclude  that  a 
great  number  of  Negroes  have  alfo  been  carried -to 
Guadaloupe ,  and  the  other  conquered  iflands,  by 
the  merchants  of  London ,  Briftol ,  and  other  ports, 
that  carry  on  a  trade  to  Africa ,  and  have  been 
carrying  negroes  from  the  time  they  had  the  laft 
accounts,  which  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  at  leaft  fix 
months  preceding  the  merchants  of  Liverpool's 
memorial  being  prefented  to  lord  Egremont. 

This  muft  be  undoubtedly  of  great  advantage 
to  the  French  planters,  and  extremely  detrimental 
to  our  North  American  and  Weft  India  colonies, 
for  want  of  the  Negroes  that  have  been  fold  to 
thofe  conquered  iflands;  which  muft  confequently 
caufe  a  fcarcity,  and  enhance  the  price  of  thofe 
carried  to  the  real  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  Be- 
caufe  the  merchants  of  Liverpool ,  and  others  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  African  trade,  muft  be  truly  fenfible* 
that  they  can  find  beneficial  markets  incur  colonies 
for  treble  the  number  of  Negroes  they  can  purchafe 
with  Britifh  manufaftures.  So  that  the  conlump- 
tion  of  thofe  manufaftures  is  not  encreafed,  as  they 
would  infinuate,  by  their  felling  Negroes  to  the 
French  iflands  (for  fo  I  muft  call  them  while  they 
have  French  inhabitants )  when  the  felling  fuch  Ne¬ 
groes  is  fo  apparently  difadvantageous  to  our  co¬ 
lonies  that  are  inhabited  by  Britifh  fubjefts ;  on 
which  account  we  fubmit,  whether  as  wc  are  to  give 
back  to  France  Marti nico ,  Guadaloupe ,  Mariga- 

lante , 
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/ante,  Deferade ,  and  St.  Lucia ,  orders  fhould  not 
be  immediately  fent  to  the  governors  of  fuch 
iflands,  to  prevent  Britijh  fubjeds  felling  any  Ne¬ 
groes  to  the  French ,  which  it  would  be  impolitic 
to  do,  even  were  we  to  have  kept  pofTefTion  of 
them. 

The  fhips  that  have  been  fitted  out,  and  are 
upon  their  voyages  with  an  intention  to  fell  Ne¬ 
groes  on  the  French  ijlands ,  may  difpofe  of  them  in 
the  adjacent  Britifh  cclcnies,  where  they  will  meet 
with  purchafers  for  any  number,  at  fuch  prices  as 
will  make  their  voyages  profitable.  Therefore 
fuch  order  will  not  be  hurtful  to  the  merchants, 
but  of  great  advantage  to  the  Britijh  planters ,  and 
confequently  fo  to  this  country. 

It  is  for  that  reafon  we  inlift  it  was  our  intereft 
to  return  thofe  iflands  to  France,  to  whom  (if  pro¬ 
per  fteps  are  purfued  by  us)  they  muft  and  will 
become  a  continual  expence,  burthen  and  incum¬ 
brance  •,  nor  would  our  retention  of  them  have 
been  an  advantage  to  us:  for  as  the  inhabitants 
are  French ,  we  muft  always  have  kept  a  military 
force  there  at  a  very  great  expence,  of  which  re¬ 
cruiting  would  be  no  fmall  part.  And  one  great 
confideration  ought  to  be,  the  number  of  Britijh 
JubjeFs  that  would  die  in  that  unhealthy  climate,  if 
they  were  only  the  foldiers  that  muft  annually  be 
fent  to  complete  the  regiments  neceffary  to  be  kept 
on  that  fervice.  That  fervice  alone  would  bepro- 
dudive  of  a  great  expence  ;  and  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  fubjeds  would  prove  very  detrimental  to 
Great  Britain . 

Befides,  for  argument’s  fake,  let  ns  fuppofe  we 
had  kept  Martinico ,  Guadaloupe ,  St.  Lucia ,  Mari - 
galante  and  Deferade ,  it  would  have  been  highly 
difadvantageous  to  the  Britifh  planters,  and  muft 
prejudice  them  much  in  their  circumftances,  fo  as 
in  a  fhort  time  to  reduce  the  old  Britifh  fugar 

iflands, 
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iflands,  now  fo  populous  and  flourifhing,  to  fuch  a 
ftate,  that  it  made  me  tremble  to  think  of  it;  be- 
caufe  the  Britifh  African  traders  would  fupply  thofe 
iflands  taken  from  the  French  with  Negroes,  in 
preference  to  the  old  Britijh  colonies  ;  which  fully 
appears  by  the  number  they  have  been  fupplied 
with  already ;  and  as  thofe  iflands  are  now  ceded 
to  France,  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  plan¬ 
ters  therein,  by  their  having  been  in  our  pofleflion, 
on  account  of  the  Negroes  they  have  purchafed  to 
cultivate  their  plantations.  And  had  we  kept  faid 
iflands,  as  foon  as  they  had  been  fufficiently  {lock’d, 
they  would  have  carried  on  a  trade  for  the  redun¬ 
dant  Negroes  with  their  countrymen  at  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  Hence  it  appears,  that  great  care  muft  be 
taken  to  prevent  their  having  it  in  their  power  fo 
to  do  after  thofe  iflands  are  reftored  to  France;  as 
we  do  not  in  the  lead:  doubt,  but  from  the  inter- 
courfe  our  countrymen  have  had  with  them  for  the 
fake  of  profit,  contracts  will  be  made  for  fuch  anti¬ 
national  purpofe.  And  fuch  a  commerce  would 
enable  them  and  the  planters  of  St.  Domingo  to 
cultivate  fugar  and  other  plantation -produce  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupply  all  Europe ;  and  by  fuch  means 
prevent  Great  Britain’s  reaping  the  advantage  that 
fne  derives  from  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of 
her  colonies  :  which  is  fo  eflential  a  benefit  to  her, 
and  is  one  of  the  firft  caufes  of  our  receiving  a 
ballance  of  trade  from  foreign  countries,  and  in 
which  the  landed  intereft,  merchants  and  manu¬ 
facturers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  as  alfo  the 
'planters  and  merchants  in  our  colonies ,  are  fo  mate¬ 
rially  concerned  and  interefted.  For  the  lands  in 
Britain  muft  always  rife  and  fall  in  proportion  as 
our  manufactures  and  navigation  profper  or  de¬ 
cline,  and  the  national  revenue encreafe or  diminifh, 
as  the  trade  of  our  colonies  is  in  a  more  or  lels 
flourifhing  way. 


Therefore 
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Therefore  is  it  not  evident,  that  there  is  not  a 
man  in  this  kingdom,  who,  in  proportion  to  his 
poffeffion  and  property  in  the  community,  does 
not  partake  of  the  benefits  and  advantages  acci  u- 
mg  from  the  ylfncan^  North  jlmcTican^  and  II  eft 
Indian  trades ;  and  who  would  not  be  a  fufferer  in 
proportion  to  his  fituation  in  life,  fhould  they  di- 
minifh,  by  falling  into  the  hands  ot  people  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  other  nation  ?  where,  iuppohng  it  to 
be  the  cafe,  the  profit  of  thofe  valuable  trades 

muft  confequently  center. 

For  notwithstanding  the  advantage  the  French 
inhabitants  would  have  had  by  our  retention  of 
thole  iflands,  they  would  take  notmng  from  us  for 
the  ufe  of  themfelves,  or  tneir  plantations,  but 
what  they  were  obliged  to  out  of  the  greateft  ne- 
ceffity ;  as  we  have  no  wines  to  fupply  them  with, 
which  are  proper  for  that  country  :  fo  that  they 
would  have  their  wines,  and  every  thing  elle  they 
could  poffibly  procure,  from  France  j  having  been 
accullomed  from  their  infancy  to  weai  French, 
which  they  would  ever  look  on  as  theii  own  native, 
manufactures.  And  ferry  I  am  to  lay,  too  many 
of  them  are  ufed  in  the  Britilli  colonies,  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  For  which  realon  they  would 
always  have  a  diflike  to  Britifb  manufactures,  and 
that  would  induce  them  to  purfue  every  mea- 
fure  to  fmuggle  their  own  into  thofe  iflands ;  and 
for  the  fake  of  profit,  many  Englifli  traders  would 
be  induced  to  carry  them  from  the  I fie  oi_  Man, 
Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  other  places,  in  preference 
to  thofe  of  their  own  country,  which  has  already 
been  the  cafe.  But  fuppofing  it  not  fo,  the  real 
profits  of  thofe  iflands,  while  poffefled  by  French 
inhabitants,  would  not  center  in  Great  Britain, 
but  in  France-,  becaufe,  on  account  of  the  dute- 
rence  in  religion,  they  would  fend  their  children 

thither  for  education,  and  make  provision  for  them- 
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iirlves  to  retire  there,  always  looking  upon  it  as 
tneir  home..  Even  fo  our  planters  do  in  regard  to 
Great  Britain  ;  for  all  thofe  who  go  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  or  are  born  there,  have  no  intention  to  end 
their  days  in  that  climate,  but  are  always  aiming 
to  lay  by  a  fufficiency  to  go  home,  as  they  call  it  * 
that  is,  the  Englijh  planters  to  come  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  French  to  France. 

By  what  has  hitherto  been  advanced,  furely  it 
will  evidently  appear  to  every  impartial  reader, 
that  had  we  retain’d  the  French  fugar  ilTands,  they 
would  not  have  been  of  any  advantage  to  this 
country,  but  on  the  contrary.  It  is  not  the  num¬ 
ber  of  ifiands,  where  fugar,  tobacco,  rice,  and 
other  plantation-products  are  raifed,  that  will  be 
advantageous  to  this  or  any  other  country,  with¬ 
out  they  can  be  fupplied  with  a  fufficient  number 
ot  Negroes  for  their  cultivation  ;  the  land  being 
all  tided  by  hand-labour  with  the  hoe,  as  there 
*s  no  ploughing  with  oxen  and  horfes  in  the  Weft 
indies,  except  in  Jamaica,  where  two  or  three 
planters  nave  ufed  the  plough  to  fame  part  of  their 
plantations,  where  the  foil  was  light,  and  of  afandy 
nature  ;  and  all  other  work  is  done  by  Negroes ,  as 
Europeans  cannot  do  any  laborious  work  there. 

1  heir  field  labourers ,  iugar  boilers ,  dijiillers ,  coo- 
pcrs,  miit-wrights ,  carpenters ,  mafons ,  builders,  Jmiths, 
and  houfe  fervants,  are  blacks ;  therefore  it  is  not 
the  number  of  ifiands,  but  the  greateft  number  of 
the  Left  Negroes  that  benefit  the  mother-country, 
which  fort  we  can  make  appear,  the  French  fince 
the  year  1729,  in  times  of  peace,  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  war,  have  been  con- 
flantly  fupplied  with.  That  is  one  of  the  true 
cauies  wny  they  have  produced  fuch  quantities  of 
iugai\  and  other  plan  tat  ion-produ6t  ;  that  for  fe- 
vei  al  years  before  the  war,  they  were  become  our 
uvals  a:  foreign  markets,  lo  far  as  to  draw  from 

thence 
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thence  a  great  annual  balance  of  trade  in  favour 
of  France.*  But  this  effect  would  have  been  pre¬ 
vented,  if  proper  meafures  had  been  purfued  by 
us  for  the  prefervation  of  the  African  trade,  to  that 
part  of  Africa  where  the  hardy  Negroes,  who  are 
inured  to  labour  in  their  own  country,  were  to  be 


purchafed. 

The  French,  from  the  year  1729,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1738,  carried  from  the  Gold  CoaJl ,  Popo 
and  Whydah,  fifteen  or  feventeen  thoufand  of  thole 
valuable  people  annually;  when  four  thoufand,  in 
any  one  year  during  that  period,  were  not  carried 
to  the  Britilh  plantations-,  which  is  the  trueft 
reafon  that  can  be  affigned  for  the  profperity  of 
the  French  colonies,  and  the  main  Ipring  of  tne 
great  increale  of  their  product.  For  they  do  not 
underftand  the  cultivation  and  management  of  a 
plantation  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  Bi  itifh  plan¬ 
ters!  therefore  their  advantage  and  iticcefs  has 
been  owing,  in  a  great  mealute,  to  the  good  and  . 
hardy  labourers  they  have  had  to  till  their  lano, 
and  manufa&ure  the  produft  of  it. 

We  doubt  not  but  the  merchants  trading  to 
Africa  will  fay,  they  have  imported  fince  the  year 
1729,  more  Negroes  into  the  Britijh  fugar  lflands, 
than  the  French' have  to  theirs  in  time  of  peace  (to 
the  commencement  of  thepreient  war).  We  admit 
they  have,  of  Negroes  from  Gambia ,  Calabar ,  Bo~ 
ney,  Benin ,  the  windward  ccaft ,  and  Angola.  But 
we  take  upon  us  to  affert,  they  cannot .  with 
truth  fay,  they  have  imported  to  the  colonies  as 


*  For  feveral  years  before  the  war,  the  French  received  from 
foreign  nations  above  1,000,000/.  fterling  ror  tne  artic  e  o  u 
gar  only  ;  betides  a  large  fum  for  indigo,  and  other  Weft  India 
produdts ;  the  lofs  of  which  will  induce  them  without  delay, 
w  puih  on  their  trade  to  Africa  with  the  utmoft  v.gou. •  which, 
we  know,  they  are  making  great  preparations  to  do,  that  Mh- 

ciently  points  out  the  neceffity  for  Tome  meafu.es  to  p 

dily  taken  to  prevent  their  lucceeding. 
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many  Negroes  from  the  Gold  Coaft,  Popo ,  and  Whl- 
dah ,  which  are  the  moft  valuable  for  the  laborious 
cultivation  of  the  fugar-cane,  and  other  planta- 
tion-produft,  and  manufacturing  it  into  fugar  and 
rum,  for  the  following  reafons. 

I  he  Gold  Coaft,  P opo ,  and  Whidah  Negroes  are 
born  in  a  part  of  Africa  that  is  very  barren ;  a 
fmall  bullock  carried  thither  from  another  part, 
when  fatted,  will  fell  for  near  32/.  a  Iheep  for 
20 s.  four  fmall  fowls  for  4 s.  flerling,  and  all  other 
provifions  in  proportion,  except  filh;  and  their 
coarfe  kind  of  bread,  which  is  their  chief  food. 
On  that  account,  when  able  to  take  the  hoe  in 
hand,  they  are  obliged  to  go  and  cultivate  the 
land  for  their  fubfiftance.  They  alfo  live  hardily; 
fo  that  when  they  are  carried  to  our  plantations  (as 
they  have  been  ufed  to  hard  labour  from  their  in¬ 
fancy)  they  become  a  ftrong,  robuft  people,  and 
can  live  upon  the  fort  of  food  the  planters  allow 
them  ;  which  is,  bread  made  of  Indian  corn,  and 
filh,  luch  as  herrings  and  pilchards  lent  from  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  dried  fifh  from  North  America,  being 
fuch  food  as  they  lived  upon  in  their  own  country. 
Indeed  they  live  better  in  general  in  our  planta¬ 
tions  ;  and  they  arc  always  ready,  on  their  arrival 
there,  to  go  to  the  hard  work  neceffary  in 
planting  and  manufacturing  the  fugar  cane. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Gambia,  Calabar y  Boney, 
and  Angola  Negroes  are  brought  from  thofe  parts 
of  Africa,  that  are  extremely  fertile,  where  every 
thing  grows  almoft  fpontaneoufly ;  and  where  a 
bullock  may  be  bought  for  lefs  than  20s.  a  Iheep 
for  1  s.  and  a  dozen  of  fowls  for  the  lame.  They 
have  every  other  neceffary  of  life  in  great  plenty. 
On  that  account,  the  men  never  work,  but  lead  an 
indolent  life,  and  are  in  general  of  a  lazy  difpofi- 
tion  and  tender  conftitution ;  for  the  neceffary  work 
among  them  is  done  by  the  women,  which  is  little 

more 
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more  than  fetching  wood  to  drefs  their  viftuals  ; 
fo  that  when  thofe  people  are  carried  to  our  fugar 
ifiands,  they  are  obliged  to  be  nurfed,  to  be  takers 
great  care  of,  and  brought  to  work  by  degrees. 

The  planters,  when  the  Gold  Coajl  and  Whidah 
Negroes  were  carried  to  the  fugar  colonies,  be¬ 
fore  the  French  interfered  in  that  trade,  found 
there  was  not  a  fufficient  number  to  extend  their 
cultivation,  by  carrying  on  all  the  different  plant¬ 
ing  bufinefs,  and  therefore  were  accuftomed  to  pur- 
chafe  thofe  tender  (the  worft  fort  of)  Negroes,  and 
employ  them  for  ho.ufhold  fervants,  to  raife  corn, 
aloes,  look  after  cattle,  bring  them  up  to^  trades 
and  ealy  labour,  knowing  them  unfit  for  the 
hard  work  neceftary  in  iugar-pjantations. 

The  Negroes  of  the  river  Gambia  are  better  than 
the  laft-mentioned  ;  both  of  which  are  much  more 
proper  for  the  North  American  planters,  as  they 
have  plenty  of  provifions  at  a  fmall  expence,  and, 
on  that  account,  can  ufe  them  to  gentle  labour, 
and  inure  them,  by  degrees,  to  work  with  the  lame 
fort  of  food  they  were  accuftomed  to  in  their  own 
country. 

But  that  is  not  the  cafe  of  the  planters  in  the 
fugar  ifiands  *,  which  fufficiently  proves  how  difad- 
vantageous  it  muft  be  to  have  fuch  imported  there, 
in  preference  to  thofe  that  would  be  fo  immedi¬ 
ately  ufeful  and  ferviceable,  or  to  let  the  trench 
purchafe  the  better  fort. 

Yet  fuch  has  been  the  cafe,  it  being  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  African  merchants  tQ  fupply  the  Bri- 
tijh  planters  with  the  inferior  fort,  as  e$ch  Negro 
cofts  much  lefs  on  the  coaft  of  Angola ,  &c.  than 
thofe  from  the  Gold  Coajl ,  &c.  which  faves  a.  great 
deal-  in  the  outfet  of  the  cargoes  lent  to  Africa , 
and  confequently  greatly  encreales  the  net  profit 
on  the  voyages,  as  the  tender  and  worft  fort  of 
^eoroes  will  fell  in  the  fugar  ifiands  loi  near 
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great  a  price  each  as  the  beft,  provided  there  is 
none  of  the  latter  at  market  ;  and  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  the  former  being  fubjedt  to  die,  muft  en- 
creafe  the  demand. 

This  I  thought  proper  to  take  notice  of,  to  flhew 
how  neceffary  it  will  be  for  the  intereft  of  this 
country,  that  the  French  fhould  not  for  the  future 
be  allowed  to  trade  in  Africa ,  at  cape  Appolloniay 
or  between  it  and  the  river  Volta^  where,  and  at 
Popo  and  JVhidah ,  to  the  eaftward  of  that  river, 
the  valuable  Negroes  beforementioned,  adapted  by 
their  natural  conftitution  for  cultivating  the  fugar 
plantations,  are  to  be  purchafed  ;  otherwife  in  times 
of  peace,  they  will  be  conftantly  making  en¬ 
croachments  as  heretofore;  fo  that  when  the  late 
company’s  governor  at  Cape  Coafl  Cajlle  faw  a 
French  veffel  upon  the  Gold  Coaft,  he  ufed  to  or¬ 
der  an  officer  to  go  on  board  with  a  meffage  to 
the  following  purport. 

46  You  are  ordered  on  board  the  French  veffel, 
cc  to  tell  the  mafter,  the  governor  and  council  do 
<c  not  make  trade  with  the  fubjedts  of  France* 
cc  nor  do  they  fuffer  the  natives  to  trade  with  them. 
<£C  But  as  there  fubfifts  a  good  friendfhip  and  alli- 
ance  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
4C  French  king,  if  the  mafter  fhould  be  diftreffed 
cc  for  water,  or  fuch  like  neceflaries,  he  might 
have  it  upon  application,  by  admitting  an  offi* 
“  cer  on  board,  to  prevent  his  having  intercourle, 
46  with  the  natives,  or  others,  till  he  fhould  have 
44  received  fuch  fupplies;  but  that  he  fhould  not 
cc  be  allowed  to  trade  to  the  weftward  of  the  river 
tc  Volta ,  which  if  he  attempted,  proper  meafures 
cc  would  be  taken  to  prevent  and  obftrudt  his  com- 
tc  merce.  Therefore,  fhould  he  negleft  thofe  or- 
4C  ders,  and  receive  any  damage  thereby,  it  would 

*  The  officers  commanding  the  out-forts,  had  abfolute  orders 
Slot  to  trade  with  the  French. 

'  *  be 
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tf  be  his  own  fault ;  as  the  governor  and  council 
“  held  the  trade  of  the  GoldCoaJi ,  the  indubitable 
“  right  and  property  of  the  Royal  African 
u  company  of  England.55 

This  warning  fometimes  had  the  defired  effect; 
at  others,  the  governor  and  council  were  obliged 
to  arm  veffels  to  drive  them  off,  which  occafioned 
the  mailers  of  French  fhips  to  proteft  againft  the 
faid  governor  and  council.  The  protells  were  fent 
to  them  by  the  chevalier  Glandeuves ,  commodore 
of  le  Content  and  Orifiamme ,  two  French  men  of 
war,  in  his  letters  dated  Annamaboa  Road ,  the  9th 
and  1 2th  of  February,  1751,  wherein  he  infilled 
that  the  French  had  an  undoubted  right  to  trade 
to  any  part  of  Africa,  out  of  gun-fhot  of  any  Eu¬ 
ropean  fort. 

How  far  the  then  governor  and  council  were 
juflifiable,  in  arming  private  fhips  to  defend  and 
preferve  the  trade  and  commerce  under  their  care 
in  time  of  peace,  or  any  future  council  may  be 
for  exerting  themfelves  in  a  like  manner,  we  will 
not  undertake  to  fay  •,  but  are  fully  fatisfied  the 
French  will  go  thither,  and  that  the  governor  of 
the  fort  at  Annamaboa  will  not  he  able  to  prevent 
their  having  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  but  by 
arming  veffels  to  fee  them  to  the  eaftward  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Volta.  For  we  are  of  opinion,  property  and  right 
are  not  to  be  tamely  given  up  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  in  hopes  of  relief  from  our  adminiftration 
at  home;  it  being  fo  remote  from  the  giving  of 
immediate  redrels,  and  diftant  trom  appeal ;  01  el 
leaft,  it  has  happened  fo  in  all  complaints  made  to 
former  minifters,  Many  inllances  thereof  can  be 
given,  which  induced  me  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  foregoing  obfervations,  as  the  prefent  feems 
the  moll  proper  time  to  have  fuch  rights  le  tried,  tc> 
prevent  future  dilputes  between  the  fubjefls^  of 
both  nations,  which  if  not  prevented  in  an  ehec- 
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tual  manner,  by  putting  the  forts  upon  an 
blifhment,  that  the  officers  commanding  them  may 
be  in  fuch  fituation,  as  to  proteCt  the  trade  under 
their  care  from  the  encroachments  of  any  foreign¬ 
ers,  will  inevitably  happen. 

It  is  alfo  necefiary  to  remark,  that  the  French 
fhould  not  be  permitted  to  re-fettle  a  fa&ory  they 
had  before  the  war  at  Abreda ,  about  a  league  be¬ 
low  James  Fort^  in  the  river  Gambia ,  which  was 
destroyed  by  that  gallant  lea  officer,  and  brave 
commander  Sir  George  Pocock,  in  the  year  J744, 
but  fettled  again  after  the  peace  ;  and  again  de- 
ftroyed  this  ‘war  by  Capt.  Marlh,  commander  of 
his  majefty’s  ffiip  Harwich. 

If  they  are  not  permitted  to  re-eftabliffi  that 
faCtory,  and  the  trade  of  Gambia  and  Senegal  rivers 
are  purfued  in  a  proper  manner,  Goree  will  be  of  no 
confequence,  but  an  expence  to  France,  for  many 
good  realbns  we  think  it  improper  at  prefent  to  en¬ 
large  upon;  knowing  there  is  a  work' in  hand  that 
will  foon  be  publifhed,  wherein  all  the  advantages  of 
the  African  trade  are  fully  confidered  from  the 
time  letters  patent  were  granted  by  king 
Charles  the  fecond,  the  27th  day  of  September, 
5672,  to  eftablifh  and  incorporate  the  late  royal 
.African  company  of  England ;  fhewing  hpw  the 
trade  was  carried  on  by  that  company,  and  the 
true  caufe  of  their  having  been  rendered  unable 
to  fupport  their  forts  and  fettlements  without  the 
aid  of  government,  with  the  il\  confequences  that 
attended  the  decay  of  that  valuable  branch  of  Bri- 
tiffi  commerce,  on  which  the  profperity  of  our  co¬ 
lonies,  and  fo  many  branches  of  our  manufactures, 
depend  ;  followed  by  obfervations  on  the  qualities 
of  manufactures  font  thither,  and,  the  regulations 
that  it  is  necelfary  fhould  be  made  regarding  the 
fame.  To  which  will  be  added,  a  plan  to  revivp 
and  extend  that 'trade  to  the  inlandparts  of,  Africa* 
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«  * 
id  as  the  moft  valuable  Negroes  may  be  fecured 

fot*  the  Britifh  planters,  as  the  only  means  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  growth  of  the  French  colonies,  or  at  ieaft 
to  make  them  extremely  expenfive  and  burthen-  t 
fome  to  their  mother-country ;  and,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  ours  to  become  of  the  greateft  benefit  and 
advantage  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Senegal  is  moft  certainly  a  great  and  valuable  ac~ 
quifition  to  this  country,  if  put  upon  a  proper  efta- 
blifhment,  as  it  will  fecure  to  us  all  the  gum  trade, 
fo  ufeful  in  our  manufactures,  and  will  greatly 
encreafe,the  flave,  gold  and  ivory  trades  in  Gambia 
river.  For  when  Senegal  was  in  poflefilon  of  the 
French,  by  means  of  a  fort  they  had  at  Gallant , 
about  five  hundred  miles  from  the  fea  up  that  ri¬ 
ver  (fince  the  decline  of  the  late  Africa  company, 
by  no  factory  being  kept  at Fatatenda^  about  the 
lame  diftance  up  Gambia  river)  intercepted  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ,  flave,-  ivory  and  gold  trades, 
that  came  from  the  feveral  inland  countries  to  the 
north  eaft  of  thofe  rivers :  therefore,  if  proper  fteps 
are  taken,  thofe  trades  may  be  greatly  encreafed 
and  extended  at  an  inconfiderable  expence,  not 
having  the  fubje&s  of  any  foreign  nation  to  into 
tereft  themfelves  againft  fuch  a  fcheme. 

The  African  merchants,  to  vindicate  themfelves 
in  carrying  on  the  trade  for  the  worft  Negroes  in 
preference  to  the  other,  give  out,  that  the  better 
fort  are  not  to  be  come  at.  But  there  is  no  other 
grounds  for  fuch  after  dons*  than  that  the  roads  to 
thofe  great  and  populous  inland  countries  lying  at 
the  back  of  the  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  Gold 
Coaft ,  have  been  ftopt  fince  the  year  1738,  which 
has  prevented  all  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  who  live  within  about  fifty  miles  of  the 
fea-coaft  ;  whereby  a  flop  was  put  to  that  great 
trade  which  came  ..down,  when  the  roads  were  kept 
open  by  the  powTer  and  influence  of  the  company's 


'(  U  )  .  %  ... 

officers,  and  by  their  alliance  and  friendlhip  with 
the  feveral  princes  and  people  in  power,  living  in 
the  different  countries  near ,  and  in  the  towns  on  the 
faid  roads,  that  were  opened  and  fettled  by  the 
late  company’s  officers  at  a  very  great  expence. 

One  great  reafon  for  the  decline  of  their  power 
and  influence  was,  by  the  mailers  of  private  trad¬ 
ing  veffels  putting  in  pradtice  every  meafure  they 
could  invent  to  villify  and  render  the  company’s 
officers  infigriificant  and  contemptible  to  the  in¬ 
land  people  and  Negroes  under  their  command. 

By  which  finifter  machinations,  they  loft  that 
weight  and  authority  fo  neceffary  for  them  to  a<5t 
as  protedlors  of  the  injured,  and  mediators  in  ad- 
j ufting  and  deciding  difputes  that  frequently  hap¬ 
pen  between  African  princes  *,  which  if  the  com¬ 
pany’s  officers  cannot  accomplilh  by  policy,  pre- 
fents,  or  amicable  meafures,  they  Ihould  be  main¬ 
tained  in  fuch  a  refpedlable  fituation,  as  to  be  able 
to  join  the  injured  party,  and  to  compel  the  refrac¬ 
tory  to  accommodate  matters  *,  fo  as  to  procure 
peace,  and  bring  the  country  to  a  Hate  of  tran¬ 
quillity. 

*  For  it  is  a  miftaken  notion,  that  the  company’s 
officers  (during  their  command)  created  wars  be¬ 
tween  the  African  chiefs,  in  order  to  purchafe  the 
prifoners,  which  Ihould  be  made  on  either  fide. 
This  falfehood  was  propagated  alio  at  a  certain 
time,  to  ferve  particular  purpofes.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  Haves  are  bred  in  the  inland  parts  of  Africa, 
and  lent  for  fale,  according  to  the  want  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  for  European  manufadtures  •,  the  fame  as 
an  ox  or  horfe  is  taken  to  market,  when  a  farmer 
in  England  wants  money  to  pay  his  rent,  or  for 
other  purpofes.  Every  man  in  Africa  is  looked 

*  For  mercenary  troops  are  to  be  hired  in  Africa,  as  well  as 
in  Europe,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate* 
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v«pon  to  be  a  man  of  property  and  power  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  Negroes  he  is  paffefled 
of. 


When  fuch  difputes  as  above  glanced  at  happen, 
the  confequence  is  an  immediate  ftoppage  of  the 
roads  by  thofe  people  neared  the  fea-fide,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  adverfaries  getting  guns,  powder,  or 
any  other  necefiaries  for  war;  which  in  1738  oc- 
cafioned  the  king  of  JVarfaw ,  and  his  allies,  to  draw 
a  difcriminating  line  along  the  Gold  Coafi  for  that 
intent;  and  this  hath  ever  fince  prevented  ail  in- 
tercoufe  and  trade  with  the  inland  natives  in  the 
direct  way  ;  as  alio  any  gold  or  Haves  for  Tale  com¬ 
ing  from  them,  except  a  few  ftolen  away  by  the 
king  of  JVarfaw3 s  foldiers,  with  a  little  gold  ;  and- 
an  inconsiderable  number  of  Haves  brought  from 
the  great  kingdom  of  AJhantee ,  in  a  very  difficult, 
and  dangerous  way,  by  the  traders  of  that  country, 
in  order  to  purchafe  guns  and  powder  at  the  Bn  - 
tijh ,  Dutch ,  and  Danijh  forts  at  Acra. 

Thefe  traders  are  obliged  to  come  and  return  in 
arm’d  bodies,  many  miles  round  about  through 
ftrange  countries,  where  they  are  afraid  of  being, 
plundered  by  the  natives  of  their  European  goods, 
and  are  themfelves  in  danger  of  being  feized  upon, 
and  fold  as  Haves,  which  prevents  their  bringing 
the  trade  down  as  uiual. 

Confequently,  whenever  the  proper  roads  are 
open,  and  protection  given,  there  will  be  a  great 
number  of  Haves,  gold  duft  and  elephants  teeth 
brought  down  10  the  fea-fide,  to  pure  hale  Britiffi 
manufactures  for  fupplying  the  inhabitants  of  thole, 
extenfive  countries,  that  have  flood  in  need  or  them 
fo  many  years. 

The  obftruCting  of  fuch  intercourfe  has  occa-  r 
Honed  our  planters  being  deprived  of  fifteen  on 
twenty  thoufand  of  the  beft  and  moft  ufeful  Ne-.t 
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groes  yearly  for  their  plantations,*  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  has  thereby  alfo  been  prevented  from  receiving 
fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  ounces  of  gold  duft,  *f*  befides 
thirty  or  forty  tons  of  elephants  teeth  annually. J 

It  is  highly  probable  that  Africa  abounds  with 
gold  mines,  richer  than  thole  in  the  Brazil,  or  in 
any  other  country  ;  for  the  late  African  company, 
in  the  infancy  of  their  trade,  imported  from  their 
fettlements  on  that  coaft,  from  the  year  1 675  to  the 
year  1690,  as  much  gold  as  was  coined  at  the 
Tower  into  400,000  guineas  ||,  exclufive  of  what 
was  lent  and  brought  home  by  their  officers  and 
fervants,  who  were  always  paid  their  falaries  and 
commiffions  upon  the  trade  they  made  in  that  com¬ 
modity,  which  muft  have  been  no  inconfiderable 
quantity ;  becaufe,  as  the  company  extended  their 
forts  and  fettlements  upon  the  Gold  Coaft,  their 
gold  trade  increafed  fo  much,  that  they  were  ufed 
to  take  in  exchange  for  Britilh  manufactures,  and 
Eaft  India  goods  in  Africa ,  upwards  of  two  thou¬ 
fand  ounces  of  gold  weekly,  which  can  be  proved 
from  authentic  vouchers,  and  continued  fo  to  do 
until  fuch  time  as  the  private  traders  made  in<* 
croachments  upon  them,  and  overftocked  the  coun¬ 
try  with  goods  by  their  competitions  with  each 
other,  which  the  natives  took  the  advantage  of, 
and  infilled  upon  the  traders  lowering  the  price  of 
European  merchandize,  and  raifing  that  of  Africa, 
by  keeping  their  fiaves,  gold  and  ivory  up  to  an 
exorbitant  price,  and  thereby  getting  as  great  a 
quantity  of  goods,  for  a  few  Haves,  as  was  lufficient 
for  their  confumption  ;  and  was  the  caule  of  fewer 

*  In  C3,fc  the  French  were  not  permitted  to  carry  them  away, 
as  they  did  before  the  roads  were  ftopt. 

f  50,000  ounces  of  geld  duft  at  3/.  1 7  j.  b  d.  an  ounce,  is 

193-75 o/- 

J  30  tons  of  ivory,  on  an  average,  is  worth  about  220/.  a 
ton,  is  6,600/. 

ij  Which  was  upwards  of  26,666  guineas  annually. 

being 
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being  brought  from  the  inland  countries,  as  by  the 
high  prices,  before  obferved,  the  Negroes  got  what 
goods  they  wanted  for  the  fmall  number  fold,  which 
alfo  prevented  their  bringing  gold  to  market,  and 
by  which  means  that  valuable  branch  of  the  African 
trade,  of  fuch  importance  to  this  country,  was  in  a 
great  meafure  deftroyed,  and  the  profits  thereof 
centered  with  the  natives  of  Africa . 

We  believe  the  private  traders  will  admit  they 
have  not  altogether  imported  from  Africa  into  thefe 
kingdoms  two  thoufand  ounces  of  gold  annually 
and  that  fince  the  aft  of  parliament  for  diffolving 
the  late  company,  and  putting  the  forts  and  fettle- 
ments  under  the  management  of  the  committee  of 
the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa,  the 
officers  commanding  there,  have  not  taken  gold 
fufficient  to  pay  the  annual  falaries  of  their  fervants, 
though  they  are  fewer  in  number  than  thofe  kept 
by  the  late  company. 

From  what  has  been  ftated,  we  eonjefture  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Britiflj  forts  in  Africa  are  not  upon 
a  proper  plan  ^  if  they  were,  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cers  for  the  committee  of  the  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  Africa ,  would,  in  eleven  years  and  up¬ 
wards,  have  opened  thofe  roads  (which  have  been 
fo  long  ftopt)  that  the  colonies  and  mother-country 
might  receive  thofe  great  benefits  and  advantages 
beforementioned,  by  having  the  trade  brought 
down  to  the  forts  without  interruption,  from  the 


*  We  think  it  proper  to  obferve,  which  we  conjecture 
the  merchants  will  not  attempt  to  deny,  that  they  only  put  on 
board  their  (hips  fuch  cargoes  as  the  matters  judge  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  purchafe  the  number  of  Negroes  each  ihip  will  carrv , 
which  when  compleated,  they  will  fell  any  fmall  remainder  oi 
their  cargoes  for  gold  or  ivory,  if  to  be  got:  but  they  often 
find  a  difficulty  in  doing  it,  for  the  reafons  before  advanced  ;  an 
they  have  many  times  been  obliged  to  carry  them  from  Africa 
for  want  of  purchafers,  entirely  owing  to  their  giving  fuch  great 
prices  for  Negroes, 
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remoteft  parts  of  Africa,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
late  company’s  profperity  ;  but  that  has  not  been 
done,  and  as  the  Britifh  traders  declined  that  trade 
many  years  before  the  French  feized  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  flapping  in,  and  reaped  fo  great  advantages 
thereby,  as  to  have  carried  to  their  colonies,  not 
fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of  thofe 
uleful  people,  from  the  year  1729  to  the  year  1739. 

This  induces  us  to  think,  that  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  forfook  that  trade,  and  made  the  oppofition 
they  did  to  the  late  company,  to  get  the  forts  and 
fettlements  under  their  management,  to  prevent 
other  people  putting  them  upon  a  proper  eflablifh- 
ment,  that  might  hinder  the  French  making  the 
encroachments  they  have  made  in  time  of  peace 
(and  confequently  carrying  to  their  plantations  thofe 
mod  uleful  people)  in  order  to  follow  their  more 
favourite  trades  to  Benin,  Calabar ,  and  the  coaft  of 
Angola ,  becaufe  there  they  can  purchafe  three  hun¬ 
dred  Negroes  with  a  cargo  of  3600/.  value,  when 
that  number  upon  the  Gold  Coaft  would  coft  m 
March  laft  4950/.  Therefore  we  fear  the  pri¬ 
vate  intereft  of  laid  oppofers  rather  gained  an  al- 
cendency  over  them,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  dif¬ 
ad  vantage  of  the  Britifh  colonies  and  the  mother- 
country,  and  to  the  great  emolument  of  the  French; 
which  we  thought  proper  to  obferve  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  and  to  hint  alfo,  that  it  will  be  more  fully  let 
forth  in  the  defcription  of  the  African  trade  before- 
mentioned. 

We  hope  to  fee  a  minifter  at  t.he  head  of  the  ad- 
minrftration  in  this  country,  devoid  of  fadlion  and 
corruption,  that  no  private  pique  or  prejudice 
again  ft  perfon  or  party  will  fo  far  influence  him,  as 
not  to  pay  a  due  and  impartial  attention  to  what  is 

*  If  the  French  are  allowed  to  trade  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  a 
cargo  to  purchafe  300  Negroes,  will  coft,  if  we  may  judge  by 
former  times,  above  6000  4 
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laid  before  the  legiflative  power,  relative  to  that 
valuable  branch  of  Britifh  commerce,  the  African 
trade. 

We  lhall  rejoice  that  fuch  enquiries  will  not  for 
the  future  be  prevented  by  minifterial  direction,  as 
happened  at  a  certain  period,  when  it  had  coft  great 
pains  and  expence  to  bring  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  this  country  to  a  hearing,  which  was 
fruftrated,  by  putting  a  previous  queftion  in  a  great 
affembly  on  purpofe  to  prevent  fuch  enquiry  ;  not- 
withftanding  feveral  perfons  had  been  examined 
with  refpedt  to  the  African  trade,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  public  money*  ;  and  for  no  other  rea- 
ion*  as  we  could  learn,  or  can  conceive,  than*  that 
one  of  the  greateft  planters  in  the  world  (who  at 
this  time  fo  worthily  fills  the  firft  office  in  this  me¬ 
tropolis)  promoted  faid  enquiry  ;  which,  under  a 
wife  and  able  minifter,  would  have  been  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  examining  minutely  into  an  affair  oi 
fuch  national  confequence. 

For  what  muft  be  prejudicial  to  that  planters  fil¬ 
tered,  muft  in  proportion  be  fo  to  every  other  in 
the  fugar  colonies:  and  thole  of  fmaft  property 
muft  feel  the  effects  of  being  fupplied  with  the  worft 
fort  of  Negroes  at  exorbitant  prices,  more  than 
thofe  of  affluent  circumftances. 

We  have  the  honour  to  know  that  gentleman 
well,  and  are  fully  fatisfied  he  was  induced  to  exert 
himielf  in  behalf  of  that  enquiry,  not  from  a  mo¬ 
tive  of  private  intereft,  but  for  the  general  good  of 
all  thofe  interefted  in,  and  concerned  for  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Britifh  colonies. 

We  therefore  hope  he  will  long  live  to  employ 
his  great  abilities  in  promoting  all  good,  and  op- 
pofing  all  bad  meafures,  with  that  zeal  and 

*  As  would  have  appeared  by  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  honourable  liouie  of  com  mans,  in  the  year  1758,  had 
it  been  examined  into. 

ipirit 


r  3°  ) 

fpirit  he  hath  always  done,  as  alfo  to  prevent; 
to  theutmoft  of  his  power,  any  minifter  (hereafter) 
daring  to  fmuggle  accounts  into  a  certain  affembly, 
although  great  objections  had  been  made  to  them, 
before  thofe  objections  were  canvafled  and  cleared 
np  ;  and  that  he  will  ever  oppofe  the  ifluing  public 
money  intended  for  other  fervices,  till  a  fatisfa&ory 
account  is  given,  which  has  been  the  cafe*.  How¬ 
ever,  we  fhall  not  at  prefent  enlarge  further  upon 
this  head,  becaufe  we  know  an  abftraCt  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  honour¬ 
able  houfe  of  commons,  will  foon  be  publifhed,  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers. 

When  the  enquiry,  relative  to  the  African  trade, 
was  under  confideration  before  the  honourable 
houfe  of  commons  in  the  year  1758,  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
wife,  great  and  able  ftatefman,  who  has  done  his 
king  and  country  fo  many  eminent  and  good  fer¬ 
vices,  was  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he  believed  the 
then  method  of  carrying  on  the  African  trade 
wanted  alteration  and  amendment.  He  alfo  added, 
that  when  we  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  have  a  peace, 
he  would  be  at  all  times  ready  to  examine  into  it, 
and  give  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power  to  put  it 
upon  fuch  a  footing,  that  our  plantations  might  be 
fupplied  with  the  beft  and  moil  valuable  Negroes 
at  reafonable  rates.  We  doubt  not  but  he  will 
make  good  his  promife  to  lend  his  able  affiftance, 
and  alio  to  recommend  it  to  the  adminiftration  to 
begin  fuch  an  enquiry,  and  continue  it,  in  order  to 
amend  the  prefent,  or  form  fuch  other  plan,  as  will 
preferve  and  fecure  that  valuable  trade  to  the  Britijh 
fubjeCts,  as  the  only  and  certain  means  to  encreafe 

*  There  was  ifiued  to  the  African  committee,  by  warrant 
from  the  right  honourable  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  trea- 
fury,  in  the  year  1751,  7140/.  14/.  3  d.  out  of  the  vote  of 
credit  for8oo,occ/.  notwithftanding  feveral  objedions  were 
made  before  the  committee  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  that  fuch  fum  was  not  due. 
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the  produce  of  the  Britijh ,  and  leflen  that  of  the 
French  colonies.  For,  with  the  iflands  we  already 
pofiefs,  and  thofe  which  it  appears  by  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  are  to  be  ours,  we  fhall  have  a  fufficient 
number  to  raife  fugar,  &c.  for  the  confumption  of 
all  Europe,  if  our  Britifh  planters  are  properly  lup- 
plied  with  the  befl  fort  of  Negroes  for  their  culti¬ 
vation. 

When  that  gentleman  has  aflifted  in  doing  this 
further  fervice  to  his  country,  we  fincerely  wifh 
him  a  long  feries  of  uninterrupted  health,  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  cf  an  honourable  and  permanent  peace; 
and  that  he  may  be  held  in  that  efteem,  reverence 
and  honour,  he  fo  juftly  merits  from  all  lovers  of 
this  country, 

Should  fiich  an  equity  be  made,  we  hope  fome 
method  will  be  found  out,  to  examine  all  perfons 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons  upon  oath ; 
*  for  if  that  could  be  done,  it  would  five  the  houfe 
a  deal  of  trouble,  and  prevent  their  receiving  falfe 
information  in  matters  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  this  nation  and  its  commerce.  Becaufe  we  have 
heard  people  affertat  that  bar,  what,  to  our  know¬ 
ledge,  they  at  the  fame  time  knew  to  be  intirely 
falfe ;  which  we  moft  fincerely  wifh  could  be  re¬ 
medied  ;  or  at  lead  that  perfons  examined  there, 
upon  matters  of  importance,  fhould  be  informed 
they  will  be  examined  with  refpedl  to  the  fame  mat¬ 
ter  upon  oath,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
which  we  prefume  may  be  done;  and  if  done,  will 
be  attended  with  great  and  good  confequences  to 
the  whole  community. 

We  cannot  omit  obferving;  that  it  was  induftri- 
oufly  reported,  propagated,  and  even  urged  as  an 
argument  in  a  great  aflembly,  when  the  ttate  of  tne 
fugar  iflands  was  under  their  confideration  in.  the 
year  1758,  that  the  Britifh  planters  had  formed  a 

fcheme  for  a  monopoly,  by  agreeing  only  to  culti¬ 
vate 
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vate  part  of  their  lands  as  would  produce  but 
a  certain  quantity  of  fugar,  in  order  to  raife  the 
price,  and  exaftingly  to  obtain  as  much  for  a  little 
as  a  great  quantity ;  which  was  as  true  and  likely 
to  be  the  cafe,  as  if  the  farmers  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  France ,  Sweden ,  Boland  and  Denmark  were 
to  enter  into  a  combination  to  leave  fuch  parts  ot 
their  lands  uncultivated,  with  an  unfair  intent  of 
railing  the  price  of  grain  ;  which  we  believe  any 
perfon  will  readily  admit  can  never  be  brought 
about,  although  a  correfpondence  may  be  eafier, 
and  in  much  lefs  time  carried  on  between  the  far¬ 
mers  of  thofe  nations,  than  the  planters  of  our  fu- 
gar-colonies,  as  thofe  of  Jamaica  cannot  corref- 
pond  with  Barbadoes,  or  any  other  part  of  the  fu- 
gar  iflands,  fooner  than  by  way  of  Great  Britain  or 
North  America ,  which  would  at  leaft  be  fix  months 
before  they  could  hear  from  each  other  ;  that  im¬ 
pediment  alone  is  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  people  thus 
Separated,  though  ever  fo  well  inclined,  can  never 
form  a  monopoly* 

Befides,  would  it  not  be  abfurd,  even  to  fup- 
pole  that  the  farmers  of  Great  Britain,  and  other 
nations,  who  inhabit  corn  countries,  do  not  raife 
as  much  grain  upon  their  farms  as  they  pofljbly- 
can  procure  fervants  at  reafonable  wages,  and  can 
Hock  them  with  horfes,  cattle,  &c.  at  a  cheap 
rate  ?  *  * 

But  if  they  are  obliged  to  pay  great  wages  to 
their  fervants,  and  extravagant  prices  for  their 
flock,  they  can  then  only  put  in  execution  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  their  lands  by  degrees,  which  is  exadtly 
the  cafe  of  the  Britifh  planters  ;  for  had  they  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  fiipply  of  the  proper  fort  of  Negroes  at  rea¬ 
fonable  rates,  they  would  not  let  any  of  their  land 
lie  idle  that  was  worth  being  cultivated. 

Therefore  the  true  reafon  why  fome  lands  may 
lie  implanted  in  the  fugar  iflands  is,  it  would 
greatly  prejudice  any  planter  in  their  circumftances. 
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to  attempt  to  make  new  plantations  with  thofe 
tender  fort  of  Negroes,  who  have  been  carried  to 
them  in  great  numbers  for  leveral  years  pall,  and 
fold  at  the  extravagant  prices  from  50/.  to  54/. 
and  upwards  each  ;  whereas  the  beft  fort  of  Ne¬ 
groes,  at  the  time  the  late  company  cultivated  and 
preferved  the  trade  on  the  Gold  Coaft ,  Popo,  and 
Wbidah ,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  French  carrying  the 
bell  fort  of  Negroes  to  their  plantations,  who 
therefore  were  fold  in  ours  at  the  moderate  prices 
of  20/.  to  25/.  a  head  the  higheft;  which  was  a 
very  great  encouragement  to  the  planters  to  deaf 
their  lands,  and  cultivate  new  plantations,  enabling 
them  thereby  greatly  to  improve  and  encreafe  the 
produd  of  the  iflands*  which  it  muft  be  their  in- 
tereft  to  do  to  the  very  extent  of  their  power,  if  their 
lands  are  fituated  with  any  fort  of  convenience  for 
water,  or  other  carriage,  to  convey  the  prod  uft  of 
their  plantation  to  the  fea-ports,  notwithftanding 
what  was  at  that  time  advanced  to  the  contrary,  to 
ferve  particular  purpofes,  and  in  order  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  legiflature  from  the  real  caufes. 

For  whatever  people  may  think,  who  are  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  colonies,  becaufe  they  fee  fome 
of  our  planters  come  to  fettle  here  in  great  opu¬ 
lence  5  that  is  no  reafon  why  thole  remaining  in  the 
colonies  are  all  rich ;  for  if  they  were*  few  of  them 
would  ftay  there  i  on  the  contrary,  they  are  obliged 
to  cultivate  their  lands  with  the  greateft  pains  and 
'induftry,  in  order  to  raife  as  much  fugar  and  other 
produft  as  they  poffibly  can,  to  pay  the  debts  they 
owe  :  for  there  is  not  a  fugar  illand  but  what  is 
confiderably  indebted  to  Great  Britain;  fo  that 
whatever  difadvantages  the  planters  of  our  colonies 
labour  under,  they  muft  terminate  by  being  pre¬ 
judicial  to  this  country. 

We  cannot  help  once  more  obferving,  it  is  not 

having  the  moft  fugar  iflands  that  will  be  the 
®  F  greateft 
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greateft  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  mother-cotm- 
»y,  unlefs  fuch  iflands  can  be  fupplied  with  a  fuffi- 
Cient  number  of  the  beft  Negroes  for  their  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  therefore  as  Great  Britain ,  France ,  Spain, 
Holland  and  Denmark  have  encrealed  their  number,* 
and  extended  their  colonies  to  fuch  a  deo-ree,  that 
Africa  cannot  fufficiently  fupply  them  alfwith  Ne¬ 
groes,  including  thofe  that  the  Portuguefe  want 
and  carry  off".  On'  that  account,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  the  conteft  ought  to  be,  not  who  has 
the  moft  iflands,  but  who  can  fecure  the  trade  to 
thofe  parts  of  Africa,  where  the  beft  and  greateft 
number  of  thole  ufeful  people  are  to  be  procured, 
as  the  only  means  to  promote  the  intereft  and  pro¬ 
sperity  of  their  colonies  who  may  be  fo  lucky  to 
fucceed  in  doing  it,  but  will  be  very  difad  vantageous’ 
to  their  competitors. 

From  what  has  been  before  obferved,  I  pre¬ 
fume  it  will  be  admitted  that  every  equitable 
method  ought  to  be  purfued  and  put  in  pratice 
by  Great  Britain,*  to  fecure  to  herfelf  as  much  as 
poflible  the  African  trade,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
French  purchafing  Negroes.  For  the  fame  reafon 
we  take  all  the  meafures  we  pofiibly  can,  to  hinder 
the  fmuggling  wool,--  or  any  of  our  artificers  and 
manufacturers  going  to  France.  It  cannot  be  too 
much  infilled  on  that  the  Negroes  are  of  as  much 
confequence  and  ufe  for  the  cultivation  of  our  co¬ 
lonies,  as  the  wool  is  to  our  manufatory,  for  thefe 
obvious  reafons ;  that  the  Negroes  are  the  artificers, 
manufacturers,  and  labourers  in  the  colonies;  be- 
caufe  the  whole  procefs,  from  clearing  and  pre¬ 
paring  the  ground  to  plant  the  fugar  cane,  and 
manufacturing  it  into  fugar  and  rum,-  and  the  put¬ 
ting  it  on  board  the  fhips,  is  the  work  of  Negroes 
therefore  it  furely  muft  be  very  prejudicial  to  our 
intereft  to  fell  any  of  thofe  ufeful  people  to  the 
French,  even  were  they  to  pay  gold  or  filver  for 

them : 
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them  :  there  are,  befides,  much  more  cogent  re&- 
fons  to  be  given  why  we  fhould  exert  ourfelves  to 
prevent  the  French,  as  much  as  we  can,  carrying 
them  frm  Africa. 

If  there  fhould  at  any  time  be  more  Negroes 
brought  to  the  Britifh  colonies  than  are  neceffary 
for  the  cultivation  there,  which  I  have  great  reafon 
•to  believe  is  feldom,  or  perhaps  will  never  be  the 
cafe,  then  fech  Negroes  may  be  fold  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  or  Portugueie,  becaufe  they  would  pay  gold 
or  filver  for  them  ;  and  moreover,  the  {laves  fo 
difpofed  of,  would  be  employed  in  the  mines  of 
America,  and  not  in'  cultivating  fugar  and  other 
plantation  produce,  as  would  be  the  confequence  if 
•the  French  were  allowed  to  be  the  purchasers  ;  by 
which  means  they  would  be  effectually  enabled  to 
become  our  rivals  in  trade,  as  well  on  account  of 
their  national  encouragement  and  advantages  pecu¬ 
liar  to  them,  by  which  they  may  be  capacitated  to 
fell  the  produCt  of  their  plantations  confiderably 
cheaper  than  we  can  ours  at  foreign  markets*. 

In 

*  Becaufe  it  will  employ  a  great  number  of  French  {hips  and 
failors,  and  be  a  market  for  their  xnanufa&ures,  which  they 
fell,  and  alfo  their  Eaft  India  goods,  cheaper  considerably  than 
we  can  purchafe  ours,  which  mull  confequently  be  hurtful  to 
our  navigation,  leffening  at  the  lame  time  the  conlumption  of 
our  manufactures. 

Befides,  the  competition  between  the  traders  of  both  nations 
would  give  to  the  black  dealers  an  opportunity  of  raifing  the 
price  of  their  Negroes,  which  advance  the  French  can  better 
afford  than  we,  as  muft  appear  from  what  is  beforementioned, 
as  well  as  from  the  following  fad  ;  which  is,  they  pay  an  an¬ 
chor  of  brandy  or  two,  and  at  fome  places  three  of  four,  in  the 
price  of  a  Have,  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  each  anchor,  con¬ 
taining  about  eight  gallons,  and  cofts  in  Fiance  but  from  eight 
to  ten  fhillings.  Whereas  there  is  not  any  article  can  be  bought 
in  England  fo  profitable  and  vendable  a  commodity  among  the 
blacks  for  thirty  {hillings  (as  French  brandy)  that  will  pay  in 
the  purchafe  of  a  Have  at  four  pounds. 

F  2  This 
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In  order  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  many  worthy 
and  tender-minded  perfons  againft  the  Negro-trade, 
which  from  a  delicacy  natural  to  civilized  nations, 
they  declare  to  be  quite  contrary  to  all  dictates  of 
humanity,  and  a  difgrace  to  the  profeflbrs  of  the 
chritlian  religion,  we  fhall  lay  before  them  and  the 
public  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  As  there  is  no  occa¬ 
sion  to  enlarge  how  effentially  and  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  it  is  to  have  Negroes  for  the  cultivation  of  our 
colonies^  which  is  explained  in  the  foregoing  fheets ; 
therefore  we  fhall  only  beg  leave  to  obferve,  by 
the  bed:  information  that  could  be  obtained,  Africa 
in  general  is  divided  into  little  kingdoms  and  dates, 
which,  when  at  peace,  the  natives  thereof  breed 
Haves  for  lale,  as  our  farmers  do  flock  on  their 
farms,  and  fell  them  as  their  necellity  requires, 
which  was  a  traffic  carried  on  among  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  Europeans  traded  thither;  and  when  over- 
flocked,  their  practice  was  putting  to  death  (often 
with  great  torture)  the  prifoners  taken  in  war.  Thofe 
that  are  bred  Haves,  are  always  very  defirous  to  be 
purchafed  by  white  people,  as  they  are  infinitely  bet¬ 
ter  ufed  than  by  their  black  mailers,  who  allow 
them  but  a  bare  fubfiftance,  and  treat  them  with 
'  the  greatefl  barbarity;  and  were  ufed  to  put  fer 
yeral  to  death  through  cuftom,  when  they  buried 
perfons  above  the  common  rank,  and  oftentimes 
merely  through  wantonnefs,  which  is  prevented  by 
their  having  found  an  advantageous  and  lucrative 
jnarkpt  for  them. 


This  obfervation  is  chiefly  meant  to  point  out  how  neceffary 
it  is  to  hinder,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  French  from  trading  to 
Gambia,  Senegal,  or  between  cape  Appolonia  and  the  river 
Volta,  where  the  Britifh  forts  are  fituated,  and  where  much  the 
greatefl  numbers  of  the  moil  valuable  Negroes  are  to  be  pro¬ 
cured,  which  furely  we  have  a  right  to  do,  and  may  be  effected, 
if  proper  rneafures  are  purfued  for  fo  defirabje  a  pqrpofe. 

t  i 
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Thofe  Negroes  taken  in  war,  or  prifoners  for  fe* 
loniouffy  committing  crimes  in  defpight  of  the  laws, 
made  by  the  officers  commanding  the  European 
forts,  fuch  laws  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  na¬ 
tives  under  their  command  and  protection,  alio  by 
thofe  laws  made  by  the  kings  and  princes  in  the  in¬ 
land  countries,  are  now  fold,  but  often  unwilling  to 
go  on  board  fhips  ;  perhaps,  on  account  of  having 
lived  in  a  better  fituation  in  their  own  country  than 
thofe  who  have  been  bred  up  in  flavery  from  their 
infancy  ;  therefore  they  often  contrive  to  make 
their  efcape,  and  by  fpeaking  the  language,  per- 
fuade  others  to  join  and  aflift  them  to  take  the  fhip 
from  the  Europeans,  of  which  we  have  had  too  many 
fatal  infcances,  and  is  entirely  owing  to  their  ig¬ 
norance  in  not  knowing  the  place  they  are  deftined 
to  *,  and  alfo  that  they  will  be  much  better  treated 
and  looked  after  in  our  colonies  than  they  ever 
were  in  their  country  ;  fo  that  when  bought  by  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  they  are  in  a  manner  refcued  from  a  ftate 
of  mifery  as  to  treatment ;  for  in  the  colonies, 
when  they  are  fick,  they  have  great  care  taken  of 
them,  and  phyficians  to  adminifter  proper  medi¬ 
cines  for  their  relief ;  which,  on  a  fimilar  occafion, 
their  black  mailers  would  give  themfelves  no  care 
or  concern  about  them. 

Befides,  many  of  them  are  inftrufted  in  the 
principles  of  religion,  and  become  chriffians  and 
men  of  property,  which,  from  experience,  we  know 
to  be  true,  having  talked  with  feveral  who  had  no 
defire  to  lee  their  own  country,  living  much  more 
comfortably  in  our  colonies.  And  we  think  it 
would  be  politic  to  fend  two  or  three  Negroes  on 
board  every  fhip  that  goes  to  Africa,  that  can  talk 
the  different  languages  of  the  countries  the  matter 
of  fuch  fhip  intends  to  trade  to,  that  they  might 
inform  their  countrymen  how  they  had  ben  treated. 
Such  meafures,  we  are  convinced,  would  prevent 
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tlie  lofsof  many  lives,  by  the  Negroes  being  fads- 
ned  they  were  going  where  they  would  be  better 
treated  than  in  their  own  country;  and,  at  the 
jame  time,  to  eradicate  that  opinion  many  of  them 
have,  that  they  are  going  to  be  fed  and  eaten, 
which,  if  effected,  woOld  be  a  means  to  quiet  tHeir 
minus,  fo  as  not  to  attempt  fifing  on  board  of 
ihips. 

in  all  fluctuating  focieties,  fuch  as  merchants 
trading  to  a  country  fo  remote  and  little  known  as 
Africa,  many  more  than  the  majority  are  liable  to 
beimpofedon,  even  in  the  trade  they  intend  to 
fupport,  a  misfortune  owing  to  the  want  of  locaj. 
knowledge,  and  perfonal  experience. 

vVnat  chance  for  truth  do  thofe  merchants  in  ge¬ 
neral  hand,  whofe  ears  few  other  accounts  reach, 
than  the  imperfed  relation  of  fome  matter  of  a 
fhip,  mariner  or  traditionalift,  little  to  be  credited, 
and  lefs  to  be  depended  upon  ?  As  to  the  former  (if 
capable)  he  has  little  time  or  opportunity  to  fpecu- 
late  into  the  trade ,  manners ,  ctifioms ,  and  temper  of 
the  natives ,  which  they  are  feldom  long  enough  ac 
a  place  to  do  ;  and  who,  from  motives  of  imme¬ 
diate  profit,  purfue  meafures  they  think  mod  con¬ 
ducive  to  make  a  quick  voyage,  which  is  all  they 
turn  their  minds  to ;  yet  many  of  them,  when 
they  arrive  in  Europe,  will  take  upon  themfelves 
to  give  information  in  the  moft  interefting  matters ; 
which,  without  having  lived  in  the  country  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  it  is  impoflible  for 
them  to  do  with  accuracy  and  any  degree  of  truth, 
notwitbftanding  fuch  impofitions  being  propagated, 
have  in  general  prevailed  and  influenced  the  minds 
of  people  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  thole  of  certain 
boroughs,  far  from  having,  as  has  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  the  leaft  connection,  intereft,  or  fo  much 
as  acquainted  m  the  moft  minute  manner  with  the 
African  trade,  piefented  their  petitions  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable 
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ftourable  houfe  of  commons  to  lay  open  the  fame  $ 
though  many  of  the  faid  boroughs  have  not  fince 
fent  the  moft  trifling  adventure  to  Africa,  which  at 
that  time,  and  before,  when  the  forts  were  under 
the  direction  of  the  late  royal  African  company, 
the  trade  was  much  more  free  and  open  than  it  has 
been  fince  under  the  management  of  the  committee 
of  the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa* 
which  weconjedture  will  appear  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  of  letters,  certificates  and  affidavits  *, 
we  think  it  highly  neceffary,  and  even  our  duty* 
to  lay  before  the  public,  thereby  to  fhew  how  far 
they  have  been  impofed  on  by  falfe  pretenders  to 
knowledge. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  on  board  the  Fly  (loop  at 
Briftol,  Alexander  Graham,  matter,  dated 
March,  1750,  to  the  late  royal  African  com¬ 
pany’s  governor  at  Cape  CoaftCaftle. 

44  I  write  this  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  French 
44  vefiels  failed  two  days  ago  ;  I  acknowledge  my- 
44  felf  obliged  to  you  for  the  method  you  have 
44  taken  to  fend  them  off,  am  very  much  obliged 
44  to  you  for  your  advice  ;  have  fent  my  armourer 
44  to  alter  fome  •  handcuffs,  your  permiflion  will 
44  much  oblige*  C?r.” 

Extradt  of  a  letter  from  fix  Britifh  mailers  of  vef- 
fels,  dated  on  board  the  Polly  in  Annamaboa 
Road,  20  March,  1750.  To  the  fame. 

44  Your  favour  of  yefterday  we  received,  and 
44  thank  you  for  the  promife  of  aflifianee,  in  pro- 
44  tedling  the  privileges  of  the  Britifh  fubjedts  trad-* 
44  ing  to  this  place,  too  much  invaded  by  the 
44  French,  and  too  little  protected  from  home,  but 

*  The  original  letters  and  certificates,  with  authentic  copies 
$£  the  affidavits,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  publifher. 
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ec  at  this  time  fhall  have  no  occafion  to  trouble 
you.  The  French  Ihip  is  failed, 

ExtraCt  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Flafkins,  mafter 
of  a  fhip  from  Briftol,  dated  Annamaboa  Road, 
17  Dec.  1750.  To  the  fame. 

“  Am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  intel- 
c<  ligence,  and  all  other  favours  ;  I  fhall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  difpatch  the  carpenter  as  foon  as  poffi* 
“  ble,  being  in  great  want  of  him.  I  am,  <o?r.53 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Jepfon,  mafter  of 
a  fnow  from  Rhode-lfland,  dated  Annamaboa 
Road,  3  July,  1751.  To  the  fame. 

tc  I  am  forry  you  are  going  off  the  coaft : 
<c  but  however,  as  I  can  do  no  more  for  you, 
tc  beg  to  return  you  my  hearty  and  fincere  thanks 
for  your  many  favours  from  time  to  time,  not 
cc  only  from  your  willingnefs  to  fupply.  us  with 
“  any  thing  in  your  power  of  tradefmens  work, 
or  any  other  thing ;  but  alfo  for  your  pains 
and  vigilance  in  protecting  the  trade, 
tc  which  will  always  be  juftifiable,  and  hope  will 
“  redound  to  your  honour  and  credit,  which  is  the 

“  fincere  with, 

$ 

Extraft  of  two  letters  from  Henry  Ellis,  mafter  of 
the  fhip  Hallifax,  from  Briftol,  dated  Annama¬ 
boa  Road,  the  13th,  and  28th  July,  1751. 
To  the  fame. 

“  The  boards  you  fent  me  were  of  real  lei' vice-, 
«  I  hope  you  will  not  omit  charging  any  expence 
“  I  put  you  to,  as  I  can  difeharge  that,  though 
“  not  fb  eafily  your  good  offices  :  we  cannot  help 
“  the  death  of  the  Haves,  they  are  mortal ;  but  do 
«  not  think  it  advifeable  to  give  them  rice,  as  that 
“  kind  of  diet  firft  gave  them  a  fwelling.” 
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N.  B.  He  landed  all  his  fickly  Haves,  which 
Avere  kept  and  taken  care  of  in  the  caftle. 

<c  We  are  not  a  little  aftonifhed  at  the  pains 
u  thefe  new  agents  take  to  prejudice  the  fhipping 
ct  here,  by  fettling  faitories  afhore  to  intercept  the 
“  trade,  and  by  giving  equal  ptices  with  us,  in 
“  order  to  diftrefs  us  the  more  ;  it  has  already  been 
fome  money  out  of  the  merchants  pockets  ;  we 
<c  have  been  obliged  to  raife  the  price,  or  lie  idle, 
“  under  the  hardships  we  endure.  I  cannot  help 
“  obferving  the  chagrin  of  the  Liverpool  captains, 
“  who  loudly  complain  of  the  new  management.” 

cc  I  entirely  join  ifiue  with  you,  that  this  new- 
cc  fram’d  project  will  become  an  errand  job,  though 
u  but  for  a  feafon  *  for  I  look  upon  it,  the  phyfic 
“  of  commerce,  which,  though  it  may  difbrder* 
“  as  at  prefent,  will  in  the  end  work  its  cure.  I 
u  am, 


Extrail  of  a  certificate  of  eight  Britifh  mailers  of 
vefifels,  dated  Annamaboa  Road,  3  July,  1751, 
To  the  farm 
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i(  We  being  informed  that  a  report  hath  been 
lpreadj  that  the  late  royal  African  company’s 
governor  commanding  on  this  coafl,  hath,  dur¬ 
ing  his  command,  ailed  in  an  arbitrary  tyran¬ 
nic  manner,  both  to  Europeans  and  natives  on. 
this  coafl  •  do  hereby,  in  juftice  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  that  gentleman,  voluntarily  certify,  that 
we  never  heard  of,  or  experienced,  any  part  of 
his  charailer  or  behaviour  but  what  was  humane 
and  good,  tending  to  promote  the  Britifh  inte- 
reft  and  trade  in  thele  parts.  And  farther,  that 
he  has,  from  time  to  time,  readily  affifted  us 
with  all  things  each  or  any  of  us  flood  in  need 
of  at  cape  Coafl  Caftle,  during  his  command 
there,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  as  we  fin- 

G  <c  cerely; 
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tc  Cerely  believe.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  havfc  fet 
our  hands, 


f  < 

Certificate  from  Capt.  Thomas  Derbyfhire,  of  Li¬ 
verpool,  relating  to  the  ufe  granted  him  of 
T  an  tumquery .  fort. 

“  This  is  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
during  my  making  a  voyage  to  the  Gold  Coaft 
<c  of  Africa,  and  my  lying  at  Annamaboa,  I  fet- 
“  tied  a  fadory  at  Lagoe  •,  where  from  a  difturb- 
“  ance  there  feefned  likely  to  be  in  the  country,  I 
*c  did  not  think  my  goods  lafe  in  the  faftory- 
houfe  I  had  taken :  and  on  my  being  at  cape 
Coaft  Caftle  in  the  year  1750,  and  intimating 
*c  the  fame  to  the  then  governor,  he  offered  me 
“  the  ufe  of  Tantumquery  fort  to  carry  on  trade 
therein,  which  I  accepted  $  and  ordered  my 
“  gunner  to  take  my  goods  from  the  factory  at 
<c  Lagoe,  and  lodge  them  in  Tantumquery  fort, 
“  which  he  did,  and  continued  in  the  fatne  for 
4C  upwards  of  three  months  to  carry  on  his  trade. 
“  And  Mr.  John  Clifton,  chief  of  faid  fort,  had 
“  orders  to  render  him  every  fervice  and  good 
office  in  his  power,  without  fee  or  reward  $  nei- 
<c  ther  did  the  faid  governor  receive  any  benefit, 
profit  or  advantage  in  any  fhape  or  manner,  in 
“  confideration  for  my  having  the  ufe  of  the  fort 
“  aforefaid.  To  certify  which,  I  fet  my  hand  this 
“  16  Aug.  17  51,  &V.” 


Extract  of  a  certificate,  dated  28  Dec.  1753,  from 
feven  mailers  of  ffiips,  that  in  the  late  com¬ 
pany’s  time  traded  to  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

“  That  the  late  company’s  governor,  during 
u  the  continuance  of  his  authority  and  command 
y4  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  did  every  thing  in  his 
? .  44  power 
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power  to  promote  the  Britifh  intereft  and  trade 
“  there :  and  from  time  to  time  affifted  in  doing 
cc  us  fuch  fervice  as  our  occafions  required.  In 
44  witnefs  whereof  we  fet  our  hands,  &c.  &c” 

We  think  it  unneceffary  to  trouble  the  public 
with  any  further  proofs  relative  to  the  condudt  of 
the  late  royal  African  company  and  their  officers, 
to  fhew  that  they  did  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  promote  the  trade  of  the  Britifh  fub]eds  in 
Africa,  as  we  fhall  rcferve  them  for  a  work  that  is 
in  hand  ;  therefore  will  only  ftate  fome  fads  re¬ 
garding  the  African  committee,  their  governors, 
and  officers  by  them  appointed  to  have  the  com¬ 
mand  and  management  on  the  Gold  Coaft  and 
Whydah  in  Africa,  for  the  public  to  form  their 
judgment  from. 

That  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  palled*  in  the  23d 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty,  the  trade  to 
Africa  was  intended  to  be  made  free  and  open  to 
all  his  majefty’s  fubjeds,  without  diftindion  or 
preference.  But  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the 
laid  ad,  that  trade  has  been  engroffed  and  mono- 
polized  by  the  officers  of  the  committee  on  the 
Gold  Coaft  and  Whydah,  by  their  entering  into  a 
confederacy  or  joint  ftock,  and  intermixing  the 
government  fupplies  with  their  own  merchandize, 
and  by  that  means  afforted  themfelves  fo  as  to 
command  laid  traffic, 

Thofe  officers  have  many  other  great  advantages 
over  free  merchants  and  traders,  fuch  as  having  a 
confiderable  part  of  their  private  merchandize  lent 
to  them  freight  free,  their  extraordinary  influence 
over  the  natives,  by  the  command  of  the  feveral 
caftles  to  depofit  their  effeds  in,  falaries,  main¬ 
tenance,  European  fervants,  artificers,  doders, 
caftle  -  flaves,  canoe  -  men,  canoes,  medicines, 
ftores  and  necdlaries  of  all  forts,  being  un¬ 
der  their  management  and  diredkm.  Befides,  the 
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prefcnts  to  princes,  caboceers,  and  great  men  of 
the  countries,  being  defrayed  by  the  public,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  (aid  benefits  arifing  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  fupplies  ;  and  many  other  advantages  which 
they  have  taken,  whereby  they  acquired  fuch 
a  fuperiority  over  the  free  traders,  as  obliged  the 
merchants  of  Briftol  and  Liverpool  to  apply  by 
memorial  in  the  year  1753,  ftating  therein  the 
foregoing  fads  to  the  lords  commiflioners  of  trade 
and  plantation  for  redrefs,  which  will  appear  by 
faid  memorial,  fupported  by  the  following  affidavits,, 
44  Affidavit  of  William  Brown,  mafter  of  the 
44  Briftol,  fworn  16  June,  1753,  faith,  that  when 
44  he  was  laft  in  Africa  carrying  on  trade,  was  in- 
64  formed  by  Brew,  chief  of  Tantumquery,  andWir. 
44  thers,  chief  of  Winnebah,  that  they  were  engaged 
44  in  partnerfhip  in  the  flave  trade  with  Melvil, 
44  Young,  and  the  other  officers  at  cape  Coaft  Caftle.5^ 
4*4  That  Melvil  and  others  told  deponent,  they 
44  expedited  a  fhip  from  Holland  with  a  Dutch 
44  cargo,  which  fhip  they  had  fome  time  before 
44  lent  to  Jamaica  with  (laves, n 

**  That  he  was  in  company  with  Dacres,  chief  of 
44  Accra,  who  informed  him  Young  was  coming 
44  to  turn  him  out  of  the  fort,  by  reafon  he  would 
44  not  enter  into  partnerlhip  with  Melvil  and 
44  Young ;  that  Dacres  declared  he  fhould  have 
44  been  glad  to  have  continued  his  employ,  but 
44  rather  than  be  uneafy  he  would  quit  it,  and 
44  foon  after  did  fo.  That  deponent  could  not 
44  purchafe  from  the  chiefs  of  forts,  (laves  under 
44  an  ounce  and  half,  or  two  ounces  a  head  more 
44  than  he  gave  fir  thofe  of  equal  goodnefs  to  the 
*4  Negro  traders,  occafioned  by  the  trade  being 
44  carried  on  by  the  chiefs  of  the  forts.” 

44  That  deponent  was  informed  by  the  Negroes 
iC  at  Annamaboa,  if  he  wanted  to  trade  under  the 

forts,  he  muft  take  canoes  and  canoe-men  •,  for 
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the  canoe-men  under  the  forts  were  overawed 
“  by  the  chiefs,  and  they  durft  not  affift  him  in 
“  trading ;  and  deponent  did  fo,  and  ffiould  have 
ec  been  under  difficulties  if  he  had  not  fo  done ; 
“  and  deponent  found  the  Negroe  traders  under 
“  laid  forts,  cautious  and  fearful  of  trading  with 
“  him,  left  the  chiefs  Ihould  know  thereof,  and 
“  lent  to  deponent  in  a  private  manner,  when  they 
“  had  Haves  to  dilpofe  of.” 

“  That  cape  Coaft,  Tantumquery,  Winnebah 
“  and  Accra  were  ufed  by  the  chiefs  as  repofi- 
u  tories  for  their  market  flaves,  and  faw  them 
“  lodged  in  faid  caftle  and  forts ;  that  Negroes 
“  will  bear  a  high  price  as  long  as  the  chiefs  are 
“  permitted  to  trade  in  them,  which  will  deftroy 
“  the  trade  with  all  perfons,  but  the  chiefs  and 
*c  thofe  fettled  at  the  forts.” 

“  Affidavit  of  James  Hamilton,  chief  mate  of 
the  Polly  of  Briftol,  lworn  the  fame  day  as  above. 
“  Swears  to  the  fame  purport  and  effedt  as  above 
fet  forth  by  Brown,  in  regard  to  the  chiefs  co- 
<c  partnerfhip  converfation  with  Dacres,  and  his 
“  being  difplaced,  and  the  high  price  of  Haves, 
and  the  reafons,  &c.  And  then  faith,  that  duiv 
“  ing  his  voyage,  he  hired  a  fadtory  at  Lagoe,  and 
^  endeavoured  to  purchafe  (laves;  on  which  Brew 
ic  lent  Negro  traders  and  goods  thither  to  oppofc 
“  deponent ;  and  Brew  told  deponent,  it  was  im- 
“  poffible  for  him  to  trade  to  fame  advantage  as 
-c  Brew  could,  as  he  had  fo  good  affortment  of 
goods;  that  if  deponent  gave  eight  ounces  a 
head  for  Haves*,  Brew  would  give  eight  and 
*c  half;  and  to  intimidate  deponent,  declared  he 
would  lend  the  fervants  of  the  forts  up  the  paths, 
and  prevent  the  trade  coming  down,  and  accord- 

*  An  ounce  is  a  nominal  value  fet  upon  goods,  which  colt 
about  40  4.  in  Europe ;  but  fojd  in  trade  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
at  4/. 
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^ngty  did  fend  them  with  liquor,  and  carried  the 
traders  to  his  own  fort.  That  Brew  refufed  to 
iC  fell  deponent  flaves ;  and  his  reafon  was,  Mel- 
cc  vil  had  wrote  him  not  to  fell,  as  he  could  get  a 
Cc  betterprice  at  capeCoaft.  That  Young  at  Winne- 
ct  bah  refufed  deponent  Haves  at  ten  ounces  per  head, 
unlefs  deponent  would  give  him  the  very  beft  of 
“  his  cargo,  which  would  have  unforted  him.” 

“  That  young  refufed  him  water  for  fifteen 
44  Haves,  and  deponent  was  obliged  to  give  the 
14  natives  fifteen  {hillings  for  forty  gallons.  Thai 
“  he  went  on  fhore  with  his  gold  taken  at  Suc- 
44  condee  to  trade,  carried  fome  checks  with  him: 
44  that  Hippefiy,  the  chief  there,  took  the  gold 
44  taker  on  one  fide,  whilpered  him,  and  threat- 
44  ened  to  whip  him  if  he  ever  faw  him  bring 
44  goods  there  to  trade  with  the  natives.” 

44  That  the  natives  and  canoe-men  at  all  the  forts. 
44  were  fearful  of  trading  with  deponent,  and  de- 
44  dared  they  were  afraid  of  being  feen  by  the 
cc  chiefs';  that  the  forts  were  ufed  as  repofitories 
44  for  Haves,  and  that  the  trade  will  be  hurt  by 
44  the  chiefs  trading,  as  fet  forth  by  Brown.” 

44  Affidavit  of  Alexander  Graham,  mafier  of 
54  the  Flv,  fworn  the  fame  day,  faith,  that  when 
44  he  and  Jenkins,  commander  of  the  Silvia,  were 
44  trading  at  Annamaboa,  they  at  firft  bought 
44  fiaves  at  five  ounces  and  half,  and  from  thence 
44  to  feven  and  a  half  per  head,  and  went  on  in  a 
44  good  way.  On  a  Hidden  found  a  ftagnation,  en- 
44  quired  the  occafion,  and  were  informed  the 
44  prices  were  raifed  at  the  neighbouring  forts  ; 
44  and  this  deponent  was  obliged  to  give  an  ad- 
44  vanced  price;  that  if  the  chiefs  trade,  the  prices 
44  will  be  high,  and  the  trade  hurt.” 

On  the  foregoing  affidavits,  and  other  alle¬ 
gations  and  fafts,  44  the  merchants  of  Briftol  and 

44  Liverpool 
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“  Liverpool  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  lords  of 
44  trade*  fetting  forth  among  other  things, 

44  That  an  aft  was  pafTed  in  the  year  i  750,  for 
44  making  the  trade  to  Africa  free  and  open,  for 
44  which  end  the  management  of  the  forts  and  af>' 
44  fairs  were  trufted  to  the  care  of  nine  perfons,  a 
44  committee,  as  there  fet  forth-,  that  the  laid  corn- 
44  mittee  had  the  power  of  appointing  officers  and 
44  fervants  for  managing  their  affairs  in  Africa, 
44  and  dilcharging  them  at  pleafure  for  not  obey- 
44  ing  their  orders,  or  other  mifdemeanors  ;  and 
44  they  were  to  take  care  that  the  orders  given 
44  their  fervants  did  not  extend  to  public  detri- 
44  ment,  or  the  hurt  of  the  free  traders.” 

44  That  officers  were  appointed,  and  leave  given 
44  to  trade  (but  not  with  foreigners,  except  Portu- 
44  guefe,  for  gold  and  tobacco)  fo  that  they  be- 
44  came  the  regulators  of  the  market.  The  com- 
44  mitte,  by  the  aft,  are  annually  to  lay  before  the 
44  general  meeting  of  the  company  of  the  cham- 
44  bers  of  London,  all  refolutions,  orders  and  in- 
44  ftruftions  given  their  fervants  previous  to  fuch 
44  meeting,  and  copies  to  be  fent  to  Briftol  and 
44  Liverpool;  but  they  have  not  fo  done.” 

44  That  the  committee’s  chief  agents,  inftead  of 
44  regarding  the  intereft  of  their  conftituents,  have 
44  afted  oppofite  thereto,  as  foon  as  in  power.  In- 
44  Read  of  affifting  the  free  trader,  they  entered 
44  into  a  joint  flock  copartnerffiip,  and  .attempted 
44  a  monopoly  more  formidable  than  any  could 
44  have  been  at  home,  as  they  were  on  the  fpot, 
44  and  had  the  whole  power.” 

44  That  the  merchants  of  Briftol  had  advice 
44  of  the  chief  proceedings  from  their  com- 
44  manders,  which  on  their  return  they  found  too 
44  true  ;  and  that  by  the  attempts  of  the  chiefs  to 
44  engrofs  the  trade,  the  prices  of  Haves  were  railed 
64  much  higher  than  ever  known.  Alfo  that  the 
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commanders  were  denied  what  ftrangers  were 
<c  always  before  affifted  with,  viz.  canoes,  canoe- 
men,  wood,  water,  &c” 

sc  That  a  memojial  was  laid  before  'the  com- 
<c  mittee  for  their  relief,  but,  to  their  great  fur- 
cc  prize,  they  found  their  complaints  were  treated 
as  groundlefe  furmizes,  and  unjuft  afperfions  of 
the  charadter  of  their  officers,  arifing  only  from 
perfonal  prejudice  and  party  intereft  *,  a  fecond 
<c  and  leveral  repeated  applications  were  made, 
“  and  the  committee  at  laft  informed  the  mana- 
cc  nagers,  that  they  had  referred  the  matter  to  the 
<c  lords  of  trade.”  Accordingly  their  lordffiips 
heard  the  matters  in  difpute  between  the  mer¬ 
chants^  of  Briftol  and  Liverpool,  and  that  of  the 
committee. 

46  And  were  of  opinion,  that  the  officers  and 
“  fervants  employed  by  the  committee, 
cc  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  trade  for  Ne- 
cc  groe-ilaves  further  than  the  amount  of 
cc  the  falaries  allowed  them  by  the  com- 
<c  mittee ;  and  that  fuch  flaves  ffiould  be 
cc  difpofed  of  for  ivory,  gold,  bills  of  ex- 
46  change,  or  other  proper  returns  to  Eng* 
“  land  only.”  <  6 

The  committee  paid  no  regard  to  their  lordffiips 
opinion,  confequently  we  conjecture,  no  regulation 
or  orders,  has  fince  been  given  by  them  to  their  fer¬ 
vants;  or  if  there  has,  the  execution  of  fuch  orders 
have  not  been  enforced ;  for  it  is  a  truth  which  cannot 
be  contradifted,  that  governor  Melvil  to  his  death, 
and  the  other  officers  of  the  committee,  during  his 
command,  carried  on  the  Negroe  trade,  and  fent 
them  from  Africa  to  America  for  their  own  ac¬ 
counts,  without  the  leaft  referve  or  reftraint;  alfo 
that  governor  Senior,  and  the  officers  under  his 
command,  did  the  fame  ;  and  that  governor  Bell, 
who  commanded  at  cape  Coaft  Caftie,  when  the 
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aft  advice  came  from  thence,  did  carry  on  a  trade 
for  Negroes,  and  continues  to  fend  the  Negroes  fo 
purchafed,  to  America,  in  the  fame  manner  his 
predecelfors  had  done  ;  which  the  gentlemen  of 
the  African  committee  mufc  know  was,  and  is  the 
practice  *,  and  alfo  that  it  is  moft  certainly  contrary 
to  the  true  fpirit ,  meaning  and  intention  of  the  ah 
of  parliament,  paffed  in  the  23d  year  of  his  late 
majejlys  reign ,  for  extending  and  improving  the  trade 
to  Africa  (by  which  the  African  committee  was 
eftablifhed)  and  the  opinion  of  the  lords  of  trade 
and  plantation ;  for  the  legiflative  power  could 
mean  no  other  than  to  put  all  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jefts  upon  an  equal  footing. 

But  left  the  gentlemen  of  the  African  commit¬ 
tee’s  memories  fhould  fail,  we  will  remind  them  of 
lome  things  that  furely  could  not  have  happened 
without  their  knowledge;  (to  wit)  the  committee 
appointed  Mr.  Richard  Brew  in  the  year  1761,  to 
the  command  of  Annamahoa  fortrefs  ;  although  at: 
the  fame  time  they  could  not  but  know  that  he 
had  fitted  out  the  Brew,  a  large  fhip  at  Liverpool, 
and  another  in  the  river  Thames  *,  the  former  with 
a  large  cargo  for  Africa*,  the  latter  went  to  KoF 
land  for  Dutch  merchandize,  to  compleat  her 
cargo,  to  the  manifeft  difau vantage  of  this  coun-- 
try,  becaufe  it  prevents  fo  much  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  and  Eaft  India  goods  being  exported  ;  and 
the  Dutch  brandy  and  Geneva  interfere  with  the 
exportation  of  Britifo  fpirits^  befides  being  of 
great  difadvantage  to  the  rum  trade  from  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  to  Africa.  Said  fhip  returned  from  Hol¬ 
land,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  in  or  about  the 
month  of  July  1761,  where  Mr.  Brew  went  on 
board ;  and  alfo  Meftrs.  Weftgate  and  Flemming, 
who  had  been  in  the  committee’s  fervice  upon  the 
coaft  of  Africa:  but,  as  we  have  been  informed,  they 
are  now  gone  out  in  partnerfhip  with  laid  Brew.  We 
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fiave  alfo  been  informed,  that  the  cargoes  of  ths 
faid  fhips  were  landed  in  Africa,  and  depofited  id 
the  fort  of  Annamaboa  •,  and  that  Negroes  were 
purchafed  with  faid  cargoes,  and  fent  from  thence 
to  Jamaica  for  the  account  of  Mr.  Brew,  and  thofe 
concerned  with  him. 

It  is  alfo  as  true  that  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  mer¬ 
chant,  in  the  Old  Jury  in  London,  one  of  the 
committee  of  the  company  of  merchants  trading 
to  Africa,  was  the  afting  agent  for  Meffrs.  Brew, 
Weftgate  and  Flemming,  during  their  refidence 
in  Africa-,  that  he  received  their  confignments  from 
thence,  and  aflred  for  them  by  eotnmiffion  after 
their  arrival  in  England  ;  likewife  during  their 
flay  there,  and  fince  their  arrival  in  Africa  and 
alfo  that  Mr.  Smith  lately  fitted  in  the  river  Thames 
a  large  fhip  with  a  great  cargo  :  and  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  from  good  authority,  that  faid  fhip 
and  cargo  was  fitted  out  for  the  account  of  Mr. 
Brew,  and  others  concerned  with  him;  which  fhip 
is  now  on  a  voyage  to  Annamaboa ;  but  whether 
any  of  the  African  committee  are  concerned  or  in- 
terefled  in  faid  fhip,  befides  Mr.  Smith,  we  can¬ 
not  take  upon  us  to  fay. 

We  conjecture  it  never  was  intended  by  thofe 
gentlemen  who  prepared  the  adt  of  parliament^ 
which  appointed  there  fhould  be  a  committee  of 
nine  perfons,  who  were  to  have  the  care  of  the 
forts  in  Africa,  with  the  charge  and  application' 
of  the  monies  granted  by  parliament  for  their  fup- 
port,  that  any  one  of  thofe  perfons  fhould  fupply 
merchandize  to  be  paid  for  with  the  public  money 
under  their  care  and  management.  However,  iuch 
has  been  the  cafe,  as  appears  by  the  committee’s 
accounts  laid  before  parliament.  The  following  is 
an  abftract  of  their  lad  account  for  the  year  1761, 
fo  far  as  it  relates  to  any  of  the  committee-men 
furnifhing  merchandize  ;  by  that  our  readers  pay 
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form  a  judgment  cn  their  other  annual  accounts* 
they  being  nearly  the  lame  as  to  the  amount  of 
what  the  African  committee  fupplied  the  public  with. 
Abftraft  of  the  beforementioned  account  as  fob 
lows  : 

Meffrs.  Touchett  and  company  /.  s.  d. 
for  Manchefter  goods  1 7 74  14  9 

44  Smith  and  company  for  Irifh  li¬ 
nen  and  provifions  706  12  11 

44  Aufere  and  company  for  Eaft 
India  goods  349  j  6 

44  Cull  and  company  for  ditto  ditto  250  2  6 

?c  Mr.  William Boden  for  tobacco  39  o  6 
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The  following  are  dairies  of  the  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment  that  provides  for  the  eleftion  of  the  African 
committee. 

44  Page  550.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enafted, 
cc  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in  all  future 
44  eleftions,  the  laid  committee  of  nine  perfons 
44  fhall  annually,  on  the  third  day  of  July  in  everv 
44  year,  be  nominated  and  cholen  as  follows ;  that 
44  is  to  lay,  three  of  the  laid  committee  fhall  be 
44  nominated  andchofen  by  the  major  part  of  the 
44  freemen  of  the  laid  company,  admitted  to  the 
44  freedom  of  the  faid  company  in  London,  who 
4^  fhall  aflfemble  for  that  purpofe  at  London  j  three 
44  other  perfons  to  be  of  the  faid  committee,  fhall 
44  be  chofen  and  nominated  by  the  major  part  of 
44  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company,  admitted  to 
44  the  freedom  of  the  faid  company  in  Briftol,  who 
44  fhall  afiemble  for  that  purpofe  at  Briftol ;  and 
44  three  other  perfons  to  be  of  the  faid  committee, 
44  fhall  be  chofen  and  nominated  by  the  major  part 
44  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  company,  admitted 
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'<*c  to  the  freedom  of  the  laid  company  in  the  town 
cc  of  Liverpool,  who  fhall  afTemble  for  that  pur- 
cc  pofe  at  Liverpool.” 

“  Page  554.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  by  the 

authority  aforelaid,  that  no  perfon  Ihall  be  ca- 
“  pable  of  being  chofen,  or  afting  as  a  commit- 

tee-man  above  three  years  fucceffively.” 

By  the  foregoing  claufes  it  was  molt  certainly 
intended  that  the  election  for  committee-men 
fhould  be  free  and  uninfluenced,  but  that  has  not 
happened ;  for  there  was  great  intereft  made  by 
thole  who  were  chofen  committee-men  the  firft 
year  after  the  aft  palled,  for  eftablifhing  the  com - 
penny  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa .  After  which,* 
the  feveral  tradefmen  employed  by  the  African 
committee  in  London,  and  by  their  friends  in  Bri- 
ftol  and  Liverpool,  took  up  their  freedom  of  the 
new  company,  in  order  to  vote  for  committee¬ 
men  ;  fo  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  year, 
when  the  committee-men  that  had  been  chofen  tor 
London ,  Brifiol  and  Liverpool  for  the  preceding 
year,  could  aft  no  longer,  then,  or  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  three  years  (which  we  cannot  now 
take  upon  us  to  fay)  three  new  committee-men 
were  chofen  infteadof  three  that  went  out,  which 
nine  committee-men  fo  chofen,  continued  to  aft 
for  three  years,  when  the  three  other  were  again 
elefted  *,  by  which  means  there  are  twelve  peribns 
who  take  it  by  rotation  alternatively,  to  be  of  the 
committee  or  not,  as  they  agree  among  them- 
fielves  •,  on  which  account  it  is  a  folly  tor  any  per- 
fon,  not  being  one  of  the  twelve,  to  attempt  get¬ 
ting  elefted  a  committee-man  tor  either  London , 
Briftcl ,  or  Liverpool  *,  there  having  been  as  great 
intereft  made  againft  luch  perfons  who  have  of¬ 
fered  themfelves,  as  hath  happened  on  lbme  occa¬ 
sions  preceding  the  eleftion  of  a  member  ot  par¬ 
liament ,  therefore  we  have  the  greateft  reaibn  to 
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Believe,  there  is  not  any  perfon  who  will  again 
attempt  to  (land  a  candidate  in  oppofition  to 
one  of  the  twelve  perfons  who  have  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  management  fo  long,  of  which  number 
thofe  gentlemen  are,  we  have  mentioned  in  the 
account  of  the  merchandize  fupplied  by  the 
committee-men,  page  51. 

The  feveral  articles  of  merchandize  purchafed 
in  Holland,  are  paid  for  in  money,  or  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  which  is  very  difadvantageous  to  this 
country  *,  and  fuch  goods  may  ferve  to  make  an 
afiortment  with  thofe  paid  for  by  the  government, 
and  fent  to  Africa  for  the  fupport  of  the  forts 
there ;  which  has  been  proved  to  have  been  the 
cafe  before,  confequently  may  be  fo  again.  That 
fad  being  admitted,  and  indeed  it  would  be  folly 
to  think  otherwife ;  what  chance  can  any  private 
traders  have,  when  the  committee’s  fervants  have 
fuch  a  glaring  emolument,  befides  fo  many  other 
advantages  over  them  ?  Were  there  any  reafon  to 
ground  the  leaft  fnppofition,  that  all  things  in 
Africa  are  carried  on  upon  the  fquare,  and  no  me¬ 
thods  pradiled  by  the  officers  that  command  the 
ieveral  forts  to  monopolize  the  trade  •,  can  any  one 
think  even  in  fuch  cafe,  that  private  merchants, 
or  matters  of  lhips,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  cu~ 
Jioms ,  houfe  and  warehouse  rents ,  fervants ,  and  nil 
forts  of  other  contingent  expences,  can  poffibly 
carry  on  a  trade  in  any  degree  of  equality  with 
thofe  perfons,  who  are,  as  hath  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  exonerated  from  every  article  of  expence  ? 

The  committee’s  fervants  having  fuch  advan¬ 
tages,  can  it  be  fuppofed  any  private  trader  can 
ftand  any  chance  in  trade  with  them,  as  faid  trader 
muft  fettle  in  a  negroe  town,  in  a  mud  houfe  co¬ 
vered  with  thatch,  there  beinn;  no  other  fort  of 
dwelling  to  be  got,  without  carrying  tradefmen  of 
411  forts  from  Europe  to  build  it,  which  would  be 

attended 
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attended  with  too  great  an  expence  and  rifk  for  any 
private  adventure  to  undertake  ?  Therefore,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  frequent  fires  that  happen  in  negroe 
towns,  perfons  well  acquainted  with  them,  would 
not  inlure  any  property  lodged  therein  for  twenty? 
five  per  cent,  annually.  That  alone  is  fufficient  to 
deter  any  one  from  fettling,  except  fome  of  the 
old  or  new  companies  difcarded  fervants,  whole 
narrow  circumltances  dilcourage  them  from  re¬ 
turning  to  Europe,  not  knowing  what  elfe  to  do 
with  themfelves ;  for  there  has  not  one  of  the 
young  men  from  Briftol  or  Liverpool,  &c.  that 
wrere  to  have  been  intruded  with  cargoes  by  their 
relations  and  friends,  to  go  and  fettle  under  the 
proteftion  of  the  Britifh  forts  in  Africa,  has  yet 
made  a  fingle  attempt  to  do  it,  though  that  was 
made  ufe  of  as  an  argument,  and  enforced  with 
great  energy  by  gentlemen,  to  obtain  a  difiolu- 
tion  of  the  late  royal  African  company  (and  in 
which  they  fucceeded).  But  no  fuch  boafted  con- 
fequence  has  taken  place,  ^becaufe  the  people  of 
thofe  places  were  not  to  be  lulled  on  to  adventure 
their  property,  under  the  notion  of  a  free  trade. 
They  very  well  knew  what  hardships  mull  attend 
thofe  who  were  nceceffitated  to  fettle  in  a  negroe 
town,  from  a  knowledge,  as  foon  as  they  did,  they 
mull  become  fubfervientin  a  manner,  and  brother 
citizens  with  the  negroes.  It  is  a  joke  to  think, 
they  can  make  ufe  of  the  forts  to  lodge  and  de¬ 
fend  their  properties  in  ;  for  the  very  perfons  who 
(we  fhould  imagine)  by  the  fpirit  and  intention  of 
the  aft  of  parliament,  ought  to  be  their  defenders, 
will  take  every  meafure,  in  proportion  as  they  ri¬ 
val  them,  and  curtail  their  trade,  to  exercile 
their  power  over  the  natives,  to  prevent  the  pri¬ 
vate  trader  fuccecding  with  them,  which  will  create 
difputes  between  the  officers  commanding  the 
forts  and  the  towns  people  under  them,  in  which 
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every  private  trader  muft  bear  a  part ;  for  no  man 
can  fettle  in  a  negroe  town  without  paying  his 
freedom ,  and  entering  into  a  league  to  become  a 
native*  and  partake  of  that  townjhifs  misfortunes , 
advantages  and  cuftoms.  Is  there  any  difference  then’ 
between  a  European  trader  and  an  African  ? 
None !  one  is  a  native  black  Negroe,  and  the 
other  is  become  a  white  one :  fo  that  whenever  a 
difpute  happens  between  the  natives  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  aforefaid,  the  ihdenizend  European  will  be 
under  the  compulfive  neceffity  of  joining  his  black 
fellow  tovonfnen  againft  his  countrymen  and  fortrefs i 
which  the  Britifh  nation  intended  for  his  preferva ± 
lion  in  time  of  danger ,  and  laft  refort . 

From  what  we  have  before  advanced,  our  read¬ 
ers  may  naturally  wonder  if  the  trade  to  Africa^ 
where  the  forts  are  fituated,  is  carried  on  fo  much 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Britifh  traders,  and  fo 
greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  African 
committee,  why  faid  traders  do  not  continue  their 
complaints,  in  order  to  have  their  grievances  re- 
dreffed.  We  conjecture  one  reafon  for  their  not 
doing  fo,  is  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter 
when  they  prefented  their  former  complaint  to  ob¬ 
tain  fatisfacftion,  which  arofe  from  the  oppofition 
failed  againft  them  by  the  African  committee,  who 
refilled  to  give  their  officers  fuch  orders,  as  would 
have  obliged  them  to  put  in  execution  the  lords  of 
Wade  and  plantations  opinion .  Being  defeated  in 
their  firft  attempt,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  they 
were  fearful  of  applying  again  to  the  legiflative 
power,  left  the  methods  purlued  to  carry  on  that 
valuable  branch  of  commerce,  lince  it  has  been 
tinder  the  management  of  the  African  committee* 
fhould  be  maturely  and  attentively  enquired  into; 
tor  there  has  been,  and  is  now,  as  much  reafon  for 
fuch  examination,  as  there  was  in  the  year  1753? 
*755,  l75&  an’d  1758.  But  then  k  began  to  be¬ 
come 
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come  to  ferious  ;  and  if  continued  fairly,  might 
have  been  a  means  of  putting  the  forts  upon  a  new 
and  refpe&able  eftablifhment,  fuch  as  would  have 
enabled  the  officers  commanding  them,  to  have 
fee u red  the  natives  under  their  protedtion  from 
the  danger  they  may  be  in  from  enemies  of 
their  own  colour,  and  the  arbitrary  injuftice  of¬ 
ten  impofed  upon  them  by  the  officers  of  our 
good  friends  and  allies.  The  Dutch  refiding  in 
Africa,  to  have  prevented  laid  Dutch  officers ,  by 
their  fuperior  power,  from  wrefting  violently  and 
unfairly  any  part  of  the  territories  belonging  to 
the  Britijh  fortSy  or  detaining  and  imprifoning  any 
of  the  natives  living  under  their  protection,  both 
which  they  have  illegally  done  fince  the  decline  of 
the  late  company’s  power,  and  confined  a  number 
of  them,  notwithstanding  all  remonftrances  made 
by  the  Britifh  officers,  till  that  noble  and  gallant 
commander,  the  prefent  honourable  lord  How  ar¬ 
rived  in  his  majefty’s  fhip  Glory ,  with  the  Swan 
iloop  under  his  command,  upon  the  Gold  Coaft,  in 
the  year  1751,  who  foon  after  his  arrival,  did  ex¬ 
amine  with  the  greateft  attention,  all  the  original 
papers  relative  to  the  caufe  of  the  dilpute  that  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  officers  of  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  companies.  After  fuch  examination,  he  de¬ 
manded  from  the  Dutch  general  the  prifoners  he 
had  confined  during  faid  dilpute  in  the  cattle  of 
St.  George’s  D.  Elmina,  the  principal  Dutch  fort 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  in  that  noble  manner  which 
it  has  everbeen  the  invariable  rule  of  that  judicious, 
worthy,  and  great  commander  to  purfue  in  the 
iervice  of  his  country** 

*  He  came  to  an  anchor  nearer  to  Elmina  fort,  with  this  fhip 
and  (loop  under  his  command,  than  any  merchant  fhip  ever 
had  been,  and  fent  an  officer  on  fhore  to  demand  the  prifoners, 
which  the  Dutch  general  immediately  complied  with,  to  the 
great  joy  of  their  countrymen  refiding  inder  the  Britilh  forts, 
lit  their  being  rctfored  to  their  liberty. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Britifh  forts  will  be  put 
upon  fuch  an  eftabliffiment,  that  the  officers  com¬ 
manding  them  will  be  fufficiently  empowered  to 
hinder  the  Dutch  officers  from  exercifing  that  ar¬ 
bitrary  power  they  have  done,  and  continued  to 
do,  over  the  Portugue ze  upon  the  Gold  Coafi  of 
Africa^  to  prevent  their  trading  at  the  Britifh  fet- 
tlements,  in  open  violation  of  a  treaty  concluded 
between  the  Engliffi  and  Dutch  principal  officers 
in  Africa,  and  ratified  by  both  companies  in  Eu- 
rope  *.  * 

If  the  African  committee  has  not  reprefented 
that  affair  in  a  true  light  to  the  government,  we  are 
furprized  they  have  negle&ed  it,  as  it  is  a  very 
valuable  commerce  now  wholly  engroffed  by  the 
Dutch ;  who  will  not  fuffer  the  matter  or  fuper- 
cargo  of  any  Portugueze  velfel  to  trade  at  the  En¬ 
glifh  forts.)  or  with  th z  Britifh  fubjefts,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  beforemention ed  treaty,  which,  per¬ 
haps,  might  be  deemed  obfolete,  ttnce  the  ditto- 
lution  of  the  late  company.  If  that  fhould  be  the 
cafe,  then,  in  our  humble  opinion,  it  ought  to  be 
renewed,  as  well  as  many  other  regulations  made 
between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  in  Africa. 

*  “  That  fuch  Portugueze  {hips  as  lhall  come  to  anchor 
“  in  any  of  the  Englifh  roads  belonging  to  any  of  the  Englifh 
forts  or  factories,  fhall  not  be  molefted  by  any  Dutch  fhip 
“  or  fhips  belonging  to  the  faid  company,  nor  be  blocked  up 
“  by  them  in  the  faid  Englifh  roads,  nor  attacked  and  feized  at: 

“  their  going  out  of  the  faid  roads ;  neither  fhall  they  ofFer  to 
feize  any  lhip  or  fhips,  that  have  firlt  put  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  any  Britifh  fort,  or  being  in  poffeflion  of  any 
Englifh  velfel,  they  having  one  of  the  faid  royal  African 
t(  company’s  fervants  on  board  certifying  the  fame.” 

“  That  on  the  other  fide,  none  of  the  Englifh  forts,  or  com- 
44  pany’s  fhips,  fhall  attack,  or  feize,  any  Portugueze  which. 

“  were  firft  in  poffeflion  of  any  Dutch  Weft  India  company’s 
“  fhips  ;  neither  fhall  the  Englifh  general,  or  chief  director  for 
“  the  time  being,  grant  paffports  to  any  Portugueze  fhips,  going 
44  to  or  from  Brazil,  or  any  of  the  Portugueze  iHands.” 

I 
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If  the  Britifh  officers  ffiould  once  again  obtain 
that  influence  and  power  fo  efientially  neceffary  for 
them  to  have,  in  order  to  open  the  trading  roads 
to  the  moft  diftant  inland  countries  of  Africa,  fo 
long  Hopped,  which  would  be  of  immenfe  advan¬ 
tage  to  this  country,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
prevent  the  fubjefts  of  France  hereafter  carrying 
to  their  colonies  the  moft  valuable  Negroes,  as  we 
have  obferved  they  did  before  the  war,  and  which 
will  in  a  great  meafure  be  proved,  by  the  extrafts 
of  the  following  letters  from  the  captains  Strange 
and  Wyndham,  commanders  of  two  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ffiips  war,  dated  Africa,  20th  Sept.  1740, 
and  30th  Aug.  1742. 

Capt.  Strange  writes  to  the  following  purport: 

“  The  French,  by  the  advantages  of  their 
“  goods,  efpecially  Brandies,  occafions  a  great 
“  price  they  give  for  their  (laves,  which  has 
“  brought  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  trade  to  the 
“  lowed  ebb/5 

1  . 

Capt.  Wyndham  writes  as  follows : 

cc  This  concludes  the  prefent  date  of  the  royal 
cc  African  factories  ;  and  as  to  the  Dutch  fadto- 
“  ries,  they,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  make  no  great 
u  hand  of  their  trade  any  more  than  the  Englifh; 
cC  the  French;  who  has  ten  fhips  on  the  coad  to 
our  one,  feem  to  flourifh  and  carry  all  before 
them.55 

We  think  it  necedary  here  toobferve,  that  not- 
withdanding  almod  all  the  trade  had  been  for 
fome  years  before,  and  at  that  time,  carried  on  by 
the  French  on  that  part  of  the  coad  where  the 
mod  valuable  Negroes  were  to  be  got ;  the  fepa- 
rate  Britifh  traders  made  no  application  to  the  le- 

gidative 
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gillative  power  to  prevent  fuch  pernicious  com¬ 
merce,  though  feveral  remonftrances  were  made 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  late  royal  African  company 
to  the  government;  who  alfo  did  lay  before  the 
public,  in  feveral  letters  inferted  in  the  daily  pa¬ 
pers,  as  well  as  by  pamphlets,  the  danger  of  the 
French  incroachments. 

Yet  as  foon  as  the  private  traders  found  the  faid 
company  applying  to  parliament  for  money,  to 
put  their  forts  upon  a  proper  and  refpedtable  foot¬ 
ing,  to  prevent  foreign  innovations  upon  the  ter¬ 
ritory  and  trade  under  their  care,  they  took  the 
alarm,  awaked  from  their  lethargy,  {trained 
every  nerve,  and  put  every  fcheme  in  execution 
their  invention  pointed  out,  to  prevent  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fucceeding,  and  to  obtain  their  diffolution, 
which  they  compleated  in  the  year  1750.  But  how 
far  the  African,  trade  has  been  improved  thereby, 
in  upwards  of  twelve  years  that  the  African  com¬ 
mittee  have  had  it  under  their  direction  and  ma¬ 
nagement,  will  appear  from  the  fadts  and  truths 
we  have  before  ftated,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to. 
refer,  and  to  the  judgment  of  our  readers. 

Thus  far  we  can  undertake  to  fay  with  truth, 
notwithftanding  the  great  noife  and  clamour  railed 
at  that  time  by  the  African  merchants  for  an  open 
trade  ;  it  was  then  much  more  open  and  free  for 
all  Britifh  fubjedts  trading  thither,  than  it  has  been 
fmce  under  the  direction  of  the  African  committee. 


and  the  national  grants  of  money  more  regularly 
and  fairly  accounted  for,  as  the  late  company  had, 
for  fome  years  before,  fent  no  fh ip  to  Africa,  but 
freighted  the  merchandize,  (lores  and  provifions 
purchafed  with  the  money  granted  by  parliament 
on  board  private  fhips ;  nor  were  their  officers  or. 
fervants  permitted  to  trade  otherwile  than  to  barter 
to  the  belt  advantage.  The  merchandize  pur¬ 
chafed  with  the  public  money  for  the  better  iup- 
'  '  1  2.  pore 
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port  of  the  forts,  out  of  which  faid  fervants  could 
neither  make  embezzlement  or  advantage  to  them- 
lelves,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  rules  laid  down 
by  the  company,  and  the  method  by  which  their 
principal  officers  and  other  fervants  were  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  lame,  who  were  obliged  to  give  am-’ 
pie  and  fufficient  lecurity,  ftri&ly  to  adhere  and 
conform  to  fuch  rules.  All  perfons  in  the  late 
company’s  fervice,  of  what  ftation  foever,  that 
were  entrufted  with  any  of  their  or  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  effects,  whether  the  value  was  much  or 
little,  they  were  obliged  to  keep  a  true  account 
of  all  their  receipts  and  dilburfements  in  writing, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  two  months  at  fartheft,  to 
render  to  the  council,  which  prefides  at  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fort,  two  orignals  figned  by  faid  perlon  fp 
intruded,  and  attefted  to  be  true  by  fome  other 
of  the  company’s  fervants,  who  had  been  privy  to 
his  traniadtions.  That  the  then  accountant  refid- 
tng  at  the  principal  fort,  examined  and  made  his 
remarks  upon  the  account  fo  rendered ;  and  re¬ 
quired  vouchers  in  writing  for  fuch  tranfadfions  as 
were  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  had  with  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  it  being  impradticable  to  have  written 
vouchers  for  dealings  with  the  natives*. 

That  faid  accountant  laid  all  accounts  fo  ren¬ 
dered,  with  his  remarks  thereon,  before  the  faid 
council ,  who  examined ,  allowed,  or  difallowed 
iuch  accounts,  &c.  made  fuch  deductions  or  abate¬ 
ments  to  as  they  jaw  caufe.  That  afterwards  every 
1'uch  account  was  returned  to  the  accountant  as  one 
of  the  vouchers  from  which  he  was  to  compofe  the 
general  books  to  be  fent  home  to  the  company. 

*  What  was  paid  to  the  natives  for  ground-rent,  er  vvater- 
cudorn,  or  to  the  company’s  flav^s,  which  appeared  by  their 
Idls,  or  to  canoe- men,  or  other  free  Negroes,  each  article  was 
particularized  in  the  late  company’s  officers  accounts  in  fuch 
manner,  as  that  no  fraud  could  be  committed. 

That 
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That  by  general  Books  is  meant,  journals  and 
ledgers,  where  the  collections,  arifing  from  the 
vouchers  beforementioned,  were  reduced  into  order 
and  method.  That  the  council  abroad  had  not 
power  to  pafs,  or  allow  any  account  or  voucher 
finally,  every  thing  being  fubjeCt  to  the  compa¬ 
ny's  future  examination  and  approbation  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

That  each  journal  and  ledger  contained  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  fix  months,  which  after  having  been 
duly  dated  and  ballanced  abroad,  they  were  fent 
home  to  the  company  by  the  firft  conveyance,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  original  vouchers  from  which 
they  were  compofed  and  figned  *,  duplicates  thereof 
were  depofited  in  the  principal  forts,  in  cafe  of  lofs 
or  accident.  That  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the 
arrival  of  the  faid  journals  and  ledgers  in  England, 
they  were  compared  by  the  company’s  accountant 
general  (who  was  one  of  the  firft  accountants  in 
Europe)  with  the  vouchers,  and  the  faid  vouchers 
themfelves  were  examined;  that  objections  and 
deductions  were  thereupon  made  by  the  company, 
when  due  caufe  was  found  for  fo  doing.  It  muit 
now  furely  clearly  appear,  that  fo  many  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  books  and  accounts,  made  by  perfons 
whofe  private  intereft  had  not  theleaft  connexions 
with  each  other,  muft  render  it  extreamly  difficult 
tor  the  late  company’s  lervants  to  embezzle  or 
mif apply  any  of  the  effects  committed  to  their 
charge  with  impunity ,  or  without  being  detected. 

That  after  the  examinations  aforefaid  of  the  ac¬ 
counts,  they  were  delivered  to  the  auditor  of  his 
majeftfs  impreji ,  and  after  they  were  examined 
and  compared  by  the  deputy-auditor  with  the 
Vouchers,  and  certified  by  him  they  were  right, 
then  the  company  obtained  a  quietus  to  difeharge 
them  from  any  fum  or  funis  of  money  fo  accounted 
for,  that  they  had  received  from  the  public  ;  hav~ 

inn: 
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ing  firft  fworft  to  the  truth  of  fuch  part  of  faid 
accounts  as  had  been  tranfafted  under  their  own 
infpeftion,  in  Europe  before  one  of  the  barons  of 
his  majefty’s  exchequer. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  claufe  from  the 
aft  of  parliament  for  extending  and  improving  the 
trade  to  Africa ,  direfting  in  what  manner  the 
committe  are  to  account  for  the  monies  they  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  public  for  the  fupport  of  the  forts 
in  Africa.  In  page  556. 

44  It  is  enafted  that  the  committee  fhall,  within 
44  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  the  year,  for 
64  or  during  which  they  fhall  have  been  chofen 
44  committee-men,  lay  before  the  curfitor  baron 
44  of  the  exchequer,  an  account  of  all  the  money 
44  received  by  the  committee  during  the  preced- 
44  ing  year,  and  of  the  application  thereof,  upon 
44  oath.  And  the  faid  curfitor  baron  fhall,  within 
44  one  month  after  the  faid  account  fhall  be  laid 
44  before  him,  examine,  pals,  and  audit  the  fame; 
44  and  for  the  better  difcovering  of  the  truth  of 
44  fuch  account,  the  faid  curfitor  baron  is  hereby 
44  empowered  to  examine  any  of  the  faid  com- 
44  mittee-men,  and  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfbns  as 
44  he  fhall  judge  neceffary,  upon  oath,  touching 
44  the  articles  or  particulars  in  fuch  account  ex* 
44  preffed,  or  fuch  of  them  as  the  faid  curfitor  ba- 
44  ron  fhall  think  fit;  which  account,  fo  audited 
44  and  palled  by  the  curfitor  baron,  fhall  be 
44  final  and  conclufive,  and  fhall  be  a  full  and 
44  ablolute  difcharge  to  the  faid  committee-men, 
44  without  their  being  compelled  to  give  or  render 
44  any  further  or  other  account  thereof.’5 

By  the  foregoing  claufe,  the  African  committee 
is  only  obliged  to  account  for  the  application  in 
Europe  of  any  monies  they  receive  from  govern¬ 
ment,  or  otherwise,  for  the  fupport  of  the  African 
forts 5  by  laying  their  annual  account  before  the 

curfitor 
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curfitor  baron,  how  they  have  appropriated  faid 
monies,  whether  by  purchafing  and  Shipping  mer¬ 
chandizes,  ftores,  and  other  fupplies  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forts,  or  of  any  other  manner  they  might  have 
difpofed  of  the  fame*. 

By  faid  claufe,  the  curfitor  baron  is  obliged  to 
audit  and  pafs  the  committee’s  account  in  one 
month  after  it  is  laid  before  him •,  though  he  fhould 
have  objections  thereto,  as  he  had  to  their  accounts 
for  years  1754,  1755  and  1756.  However,  he 
paffed  them,  but  fubmitted  it  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  allow  fome  charges  in  faid  accounts,  or  not, 
that  he  certainly  thought  were  charged  contrary  to 
aCt  of  parliament,  or  he  would  not  have  objefted 
to  them.  But  that  would  have  appeared  as  well  as 
many  other  faCts,  with  refpedl  to  their  management 
and  accounts,  if  the  report,  confiding  of  87  pages, 
of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  honourable  houfe 
of  commons  to  examine  into  the  flate  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  forts  in  Africa  in  the  year  1758;  had 
been  examined  into.  All  we  can  take  Upon  us  to 
fay  with  refpeft  to  that  affair  is,  faid  report  was 
prevented  being  taken  into  confideration  by  the 
houfe,  in  confequence  of  a  motion  being  made  and 
feconded  for  fuch  purpofe ,  by  the  African  committee's 
friends. 

We  can  with  truth  undertake  to  fay,  that  many 
irregularities  in  the  African  committee’s  accounts 
v/ere  pointed  out  during  the  examination  before 
the  feveral  committee’s  appointed  by  the  houfe; 
upon  which  they  defired  leave  to  bring  in  fubfe- 

*  By  fuch  mode  of  accounting,  the  committee  may  obtain  a 
discharge  for  the  money  granted  by  parliament,  before  the  fhip 
or  Blips  that  have  the  merchandize,  Bores,  &c.  on  board  faid 
money  purchafed,  fails  out  of  the  river  Thames.  Therefore,  if 
faid  merchandize  or  jl ores  are  never  landed  in  Jfrica  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forts ,  we  prefume  the  committee  are  no  farther  accountable 
for  them . 
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quent  accounts  to  clear  up  fuch  objeftions  as  had 
been  made,  one  of  which  was  prefented  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  the  2 2d  Aprils  1756,  wherein  the  African 
committee  deduced  from  the  ballance  of  a  former 
account  they  had  prefented  1891/.  fterHog.  We  /hall 
only  quote  this  one  indance,  to  fhew  hownecedary  it  is 
that  the  African  committee  and  their  fervants  Ihould 
be  accountable  to  the  public  in  the  fame  manner  the 
late  African  company  was,  for  any  monies  they  are 
intruded  with  by  government,  for  the  application  of 
laid  monies  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  before  they 
fhould  obtain  a  difcharge  for  the  fame,  which 
would  lay  them  under  a  neceffity  to  examine  mi¬ 
nutely  into  the  accounts  they  receive  from  their  offi¬ 
cers  in  Africa,  of  the  application  of  faid  monies 
there ;  which,  as  they  are  now  no-ways  accountable 
tor,  we  may,  we  hope  without  being  thought  fe- 
vere,  prefume  is  not  done ;  which  will,  in  a  greatr 
meafure,  appear  by  the  fubfequent  account  before 
quoted  :  befides,  we  fear  people,  who  have  accounts 
of  their  own  to  look  after,  feldom  give  themfelves 
much  trouble  about  thofe  of  the  public,  unlefs 
obligated  thereto. 

When  theofficers,  who  have  the  application  of  the 
public  money  in  Africa,  are  once  fatisfied  that  their 
accounts  will  undergo  a  drift  examination  by  the 
committee,  and  alfo  at  the  auditor  of  the  impreds 
office  ;  that  it  will  induce  them  to  be  careful  how 
they  difpofe  of  the  merchandize,  ftfe.  committed  to 
their  charge  ;  as  fuch  officers  and  their  fureties  will 
be  liable  to  make  good  any  deduftion  there, 
may  be  made  from  their  accounts.  It  will  likewife 
be  very  advantageous  to  the  inferior  fervants  of  the 
committee;  for  fuch  good  purpofe,  a  method  can  be 
pointed  out  to  prevent  the  merchandize  purchafed 
with  the  public  money  being  made  ufe  of  by  the 
fuperior  officers  in  trade,  for  their  own  account  and 
.emolument,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  others,  many 

indances 
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inftances  of  which  we  have  to  produce ;  alfo  that 
the  foldiers,  under-fervants,  and  company’s  flaves 
have  been  paid  out  of  the  refufe  goods  that  the 
commanding  officers  had  taken  in°the  courfe  of 
their  trade. 

A  iingle  inftance  of  fuch  inhumanity  to  the  in¬ 
ferior  fervants  we  think  fufficient  to  trouble  the 
public  with,  which  happened  during  governor  Mel- 
vil  s  command  ;  and  that  we  Ihould  not  now  par¬ 
ticularly  take  notice  of,  but  as  it  fell  under  our  ob- 
fervation  when  we  were  upon  the  fpot.  It  alfo  was 
a  charge  urged  againft  Mr.  Melvil  when  Jiving, 
which  he  never  attempted  to  contradia,  to  wit, 
that  John  Sweidger,  a  Pruffian,  and  Gardiner  at 
Cape  Coaft,  defired  his  difcharge,  wanting  to  go  to 
his  own  country.  Mr.  Melvil,  the  then  governor 
and  treafurer  at  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  was  to  give  written  orders  upon  the  warehoufe 
(or  ftorekeeper)  to  pay  the  fervants,  gave  faid 
Sweidger  a  note  upon  the  warehoufe- keeper,  for 
wages  due  to  him,  amounting  to  2  81.  gold  value, 
which  is  about  27/.  2j.  6d.  fterling,  which  faid 
warehoufe- keeper  offered  to  pay  in  guns,  that  would 
not  even  purchafe  the  poor  man  a  little  freffi  provi- 
fions  for  his  voyage.  After  repeated  applications  to 
the  governor  and  warehoufe- keeper,  finding  he  could 
not  obtain  any  thing  elfe,  he  offered  the  governor’s 
note  for  28  /.  to  fale  to  leveral  of  the  fervants  in  the 
caftle;  and  at  laft  fold  it  to  James  Hinch,  the 
overfeer  of  the  flaves,  for  eight  pounds.  That  op- 
preffive  tranfaclion  fully  points  out  how  neceffary  it 
is  that  fome  other  method  of  accounting  for  the 
government’s  fupplies  Ihould  be  adopted,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  which  furely  there  cannot  be 
the  leaft  objeftion  to. 

For  example,  we  will  fuppofe  any  gentleman  in 
England  to  have  an  eftate  in  Africa,  "and  that  he 
was  to  order  Meff.s.  Trueman  and  company,  or 
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any  other  refpedtable  merchants  in  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  fend  out  a  fteward  to  fuperintend  and  take 
care  of  the  improvemeut  of  fuch  eftate  ;  and  that 
they  were  to  take  fecurity  from  faid  fteward  for  the 
value  of  ar.y  monies  or  merchandize,  &c.  that  he 
may  be  entrufted  with,  to  pay  the  fervants  refiding 
thereupon,  and  other  expences  •,  alfo  charges  of 
building  and  repairs.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  faid 
gentlemen,  notwithftanding  he  had  the  greateft  faith 
in,  and  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  honefty  of  faid 
merchants,  would  be  fatisfied  with  their  giving  him 
stn  account  only  of  their  having  fent  fuch  fteward, 
merchandize,  ftores  and  provilions  to  his  eftate, 
without  an  account  from  the  fteward,  properly 
vouched,  of  the  application  thereof  in  Africa? 
Surely  no  1  then  if  a  private  perfon  thinks  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  fuch  an  authenticated  account,  we 
fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  our  readers  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  they  think  it  reafonable  the  public 
fhould  expedfc  the  fame  or  not.  We,  for  our  own 
parts,  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  people  intrufted 
with  the  application  of  public  monies,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  as  Africa,  when  they  can  make  fuch 
immenfe  advantage  of  it  as  the  committe’s  officers 
can,  will  be  induced  to  embrace  the  opportunity, 
however  difadvantageous  it  may  be  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  when  they  are  fatisfied  little  care  will  be  taken 
how  they  account  for  the  fame. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  pamphlet,  with  inferr¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  a  petition,  figned  by  the  planters  of 
the  ifiand  of  Barbadoes,  in  the  year  1710.  The  rea- 
fons  and  oblervations  contained  therein,  in  our 
humble  opinion,  fully  point  cut,  that  they  fore- 
faw  what  has  in  effeft  fince  happened  •,  therefore 
we  beg  leave  to  fubmit  it  to  our  readers  to  font) 
their  own  judgment  np^O- 
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To  the  queen’s  moft  excellent  majefty. 

The  humble  petition  of  feveral  planters  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  your  majefty’s  ifland  of  Barba- 
does, 

Sheweth, 

“  That  the  tender  care  and  regard  your  majefty 
hath  conftantly  had  of  all  your  fubjedts,  en- 
“  courages  your  petitioners,  who  are  deeply  con- 
“  cerned  in  the  trade  to  Africa.  The  conftant 
“  fupply  of  Negroes  at  moderate  prices,  being  the 
*f  chief  fupport  of  this  colony;  whereby  we  can 
“  only  be  enabled  to  preferve  the  ftaple  of  fugar,  and 
“  other  commodities,  and  to  afford  them  in  greater 
**  quantities,  and  cheaper  than  other  nations ;  moil 
“  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  majefty, 
“  that  for  many  years,  while  the  royal  African 
“  company  had  the  foie  management  of  that  trade, 
“  this  ifland  was  duly  fupplied  with  a  fuflkient 
“  number  of  Negroes  at  moderate  prices,  from 
“  10I.  to  20 1.  per  head  the  higheft,  which  was  a 
“  very  great  encouragement ;  and  enabled  us 
“  greatly  to  improve  the  manufadture  of  this  ifland. 
“  But  for  feveral  years  paft,  flnce  the  trade  has 
“  been  laid  open,  the  number  of  Negroes  im- 
“  ported  by  the  royal  African  company,  and  fe- 
“  parate  traders  together,  have  not  been  fuflkient 
to  fupply  this  ifland ;  and  thofe  which  have  been 
“  imported,  have  been  fold  at  extravagant  prices, 
“  from  20  /.  to  40 1.  per  head,  efpecially  thofe 
“  which  are  tolerably  good;  which  your  petitioners 
‘c  conceive  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  difte- 
“  rent  interefts  of  the  feparate  traders,  each  bidding 
upon  the  other ;  of  which  the  natives  upon  the 

“  coaft 
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coaft  taking  advantage,  have  raifed  the  price  of 
their  own  commodities,  and  funk  the  price  of 
“  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  and  this  ifland  *  which 
“  is  an  unlpeakable  damage,  and  difcouragernent 
u  to  your  petitioners,  tends  to  the  ruin  of  this 
“  trade,  the  leifening  your  majefty’s  revenue,  and 
the  navigation  of  Great  Britain.” 

“  Therefore  your  petitioners  humbly  prav, 
that  the  Britifh  intereft  on  the  coaft  of 
“  Africa  may  be  preferved  -9  and  the  trade 
put  upon  fuch  a  foot,  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  Negroes  may  be  had  upon 
the  coaft,  on  moderate  terms,  and  your 
petitioners  fupplied  at  reafonable  rates 
here. 


u. 


&(, 


f 

“  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  fhall 


“  ever  pray  ” 


Barbadocs, 
Aag.  i,  1710. 


“  Robert  Vaughan, 

“  Thomas  Carney,  &c.  &c.  &c.” 


FIN  /  & 


errata. 

Page  10,  laft  line,  for  this  1,  read  this  ov/ ;  p.  11.  1.  in, 
for  editor  is,  r.  editors  are  :  p.  14,  1.  2,  for  made  me,  r.  made  us; 
p.  20,  I.  5,  for  this  1,  r.  this  <we ;  p.  21,  1.  3,  for  .induced 
me,  r.  induced  us  ;  p.  23,  1,  30,  for  aJJ'ertions,  r.  ajfertion;  p.  26, 
1.  28,  for  that,  r.  thofe;  p.  27,  ].  18,  for  thofe  kept,  r. 
thoje  that  were  kept ;  p.  3;,  1.  7,  for  1  have,  r.  to  have  ;  p.  37, 
,  37*  for  ben,  r.  been  ;  p.  46,  1.  12,  for  taken,  r.  taker  ;  p.  Ag, 

i.  10,  for  committee,  r.  company ;  p.  56,  in  note,  1.  1,  for  this 
r,  the  flip. 
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